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President’s Message by Tom King

Only in America
Only in America could a former 
president be charged with and 
convicted of incidents that occurred 
almost 20 years ago on which the 
statute of limitations had run out. 
No, that’s not right. It could happen 
in a third world country where 
governments are propped up by drug 
cartels or military juntas. That’s right, a 
third world country! You may ask how 
can you compare the United States to a 
third world country? Let us count the 
ways:

•	uncontrolled violence in the 
streets

•	open uncontrolled borders
•	radical groups are occupying 

colleges and public buildings 
•	historical memorabilia being torn 

down and desecrated.
•	the Founding Fathers being 

disavowed and disgraced
•	the police defended and attacked
•	the government attempting to 

disarm the American people
•	history being re-written to fit the 

left-wing narrative

•	parents’ authority and child-
raising decisions being usurped 
by the state

•	the weaponizing of the justice 
system against political opponents

•	most importantly the taking away 
of our Second Amendment rights

Sounds like a third world country 
to me! The Democratic Party has 
become the party of big business and 
big money, but more importantly 
it has become the party lusting for 
power. The power to take your guns, 
control your lives, teach your children, 
tax you into poverty and subjugate 
you to a one-world government run 
by European billionaires, Russian 
oligarchs or the Chinese Communist 
Party.
Friends, we must stand up to this 
f lagrant power grab. We must stand 
up for our country. We must take back 
our local governments, re-establish 
American values in our schools and 
show that we have morphed from the 
silent majority to the voting majority. 
We must elect Donald J. Trump as 
president and every other republican 
who’s running for office.

The NYSRPA proudly endorses Donald J. Trump  

for president of the United Sates

Vote for your country, your city, your 
guns, and most importantly, vote for 
your children and grandchildren: Elect 
Donald J. Trump as president. 



	 The official journal of the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association	 5

VOTE FOR SIX (6) CANDIDATES

Joel Abelove		  Rensselaer, N.Y.					     _________

Charlie Beers		  Glenville, N.Y.						      _________

George Greco		  New York, N.Y.						     _________

John Greene		  Stormville, N.Y.					     _________

Glenn Hancock		 Adams, N.Y.						      _________

Phil Minissalle		  Colonie, N.Y.						      _________

Write In Candidates:			   __________________________________________

					     __________________________________________

					     __________________________________________

DIRECTORS MUST BE LIFE MEMBERS OF NYSRPA

To be eligible to vote, you must be life members, or an annual member for five continuous years.

Member number or name:  ____________________________________________

Mail ballot to:    	 NYSRPA

			   PO Box 278

			   East Greenbush, NY  12061	

Ballots must be received by August 15, 2024

NYSRPA 2024 Directors Election Ballot



6	 BULLET magazine

To Trust the People with Arms:  
The Supreme Court and the Second Amendment

by Robert J. Cottrol and Brannon P . Denning

A well regulated Militia being 
necessary to the security of a free State, 
the right of the people to keep and bear 
Arms shall not be infringed.
In 1791, these 27 words were added to 
the U.S. Constitution, as the Second 
Amendment. But as To Trust the People 
with Arms notes in the introduction, 
on page 3, “The Bill of Rights, like 
similar proclamations of rights in 
the constitutions of other nations, 
expresses grand principles concerning 
the rights of individuals. But these 
principles are not self-defining. At best 
they only suggest how these principles 
are going to be or should be applied 
when actual individuals claim that a 
particular government policy violates a 
right, and when the government makes 
a counter-veiling claim that the policy 
is required by the public interest.”
Concerning the true extend of our 
rights, the U.S. Supreme Court has 
the last word. Yet, it wasn’t until 2008, 
217 years after the enactment of the 
Second Amendment, that our Supreme 
Court, in Heller v. District of Columbia, 
first decided what our rights truly 
are under the Second Amendment. 
Heller wasn’t totally f leshed out 
until two subsequent decisions were 
handed down by the Supreme Court, 
McDonald v. City of Chicago, which 
incorporated the Second Amendment 
to the States, and NYSRPA v Bruen, 

which held there is a right to carry 
arms in public.
To Trust the People with Arms 
condenses, in one volume, the 
history of the United States from the 
colonial era to the present, and how 
the right to bear arms impacted our 
nation’s history, and vice versa. In 
colonial times, the right to bear arms 
was deemed a right of all freeborn 
Englishmen and all freeborn males 
were deemed part of the Militia. The 
Militia could be called upon in defense 
of the state, at any time, with each 
member having to provide his own 
weapons. 
When the Constitution was enacted, 
the power to regulate the Militia 
was given to the federal government. 
Fear that Congress would create an 
elite, or Special Militia, which would 
disarm the Militia, gave rise to the 
wording of the Second Amendment. 
“Militia” and “The People” were 
deemed synonymous when the Second 
Amendment was drafted, and it was 
well and truly understood that all 
freeborn males had the right to keep 
and bear arms. Yet, very shortly after 
the Constitution was ratified, the 
nation underwent profound changes, 
which affected the attitudes of many 
regarding the right to bear arms. 
When the Republic first came to be, 
slavery was prevalent throughout the 

North and the South, and was viewed 
by Northerners and Southerners alike, 
as a national embarrassment. With the 
invention of the cotton gin in 1793, 
cotton growing in the southern states 
became a highly lucrative enterprise. 
As growing cotton was very labor 
intensive, slavery became the prop and 
stay of the Southern economy. 
In the North, abolition took on a 
religious fervor in the beginning of the 
19th century. Spurred on by Evangelic 
Christians, one by one, the Northern 
states abolished slavery. Indeed, New 
York hadn’t ended slavery until 1827. 
While slavery had become a polarizing 
issue in the U.S., a slave revolt in 
Haiti led to Haiti’s ending slavery 
and becoming independent of France. 
The slave revolt and subsequent 
independence of Haiti not only 
created fear of a slave revolt among 
slave holders in the U.S., but it caused 
Napoleon to abandon his attempt 
to build a French North American 
empire. He thus sold France’s North 
American holdings to the U.S., the 
Louisiana Purchase. This opened 
up new cotton-growing land for 
cultivation, and led to a wholesale 
expansion of slavery in the South.
While the owners of cotton plantations 
reaped huge rewards, their enterprises 
were grounded in the most evil of 
tyranny, human bondage. Despite 

A book review 
© 2023 University Press of Kansas www.kansaspress.ku.edu 360 pages 
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their opulence, slave owners feared 
that their slaves would someday rise 
up against them. Slave owners were 
apprehensive that the free population 
of African descent living in the 
North, and their Evangelic Christian 
brethren, would provide arms to the 
slaves in the South.
Owing to this fear of slave rebellion 
in the 19th century, the “Collectivist 
Theory” of the Second Amendment 
was first put forth. The Collectivist 
Theory holds, that the Second 
Amendment only protects actual 
service in a military enterprise. And 
since those of African descent could 
not join the Militia, they had no 
right to bear arms. Thus, proponents 
of slavery interpreted the Second 
Amendment as an insurance company 

would interpret an insurance policy, 
arguing that the policy in question 
doesn’t provide insurance coverage. 
The Collectivist Theory was totally 
inaccurate from an historic viewpoint. 
Yet, it did gain much traction in the 
years leading up to the Civil War.
Following the Civil War, slavery was 
abolished, and the rights enumerated 
in the Constitution were redefined by 
the 14th Amendment. Yet, rather than 
eliminate the Collectivist Theory of 
the Second Amendment, this theory 
was promulgated further following 
Reconstruction. In the former rebel 
states, so-called “Black Codes” were 
enacted, to keep the Freedmen, 
and their descendants, from having 
weapons to defend themselves from 
the terror inflicted on them by those 

who once called them property. These 
actions were legally justified by the 
Collectivist Theory of the Second 
Amendment. 
The Jim Crow South found an ally 
among like-minded Northern big 
city politicians. In New York, the 
so-called “Sullivan Law” was passed 
to keep Italian immigrants from 
exercising their right of self-defense. 
This strange alliance between the 
Northern and the Southern politicians 
culminated in 1933, when Franklin 
D. Roosevelt sought to abolish private 
gun ownership, beginning with the 
machine gun. Here, the Collectivist 
Theory was once again employed.
FDR’s narrative completely changed 
with the coming of World War II. By 
the time World War II began, warfare 
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had progressed light years since 1776. 
Yet, there was still a need to call upon 
the general population, the Militia, to 
assist in the war effort. People too old, 
or too young, or otherwise unfit for 
the military served as “home guards.” 
While their contribution to the war 
effort was in and of itself small, the 
Militia’s service freed up trained 
soldiers, sailors, marines and airmen 
for more strenuous duty. 
Following World War II, the Army 
saw the necessity of maintaining 
a Militia. As a result, the Army 
established an office of civilian 
marksmanship, with the task of 
providing marksmanship training 
to civilians delegated to the NRA. 
To foster this program, the U.S. 
government made WWII surplus 
rif les available at hugely discounted 
prices. And, if you could not afford 
a rif le, even at the government 
discounted rate, an additional discount 
could be obtained by joining the NRA. 
This policy had the unintended 
effect of fostering the nascent Civil 
Rights movement in the South. An 
organization called Deacons for 
Justice was formed to serve as armed 
bodyguards to Civil Rights workers, 
during the formative stages of the Civil 
Rights movement. Indeed, after one 
particular Black Church in Alabama 
was firebombed, the minister sought 
a pistol permit—Martin Luther King 
Jr. And each year, a national civilian/
military marksmanship event was held 
in Camp Perry, Ohio.
Unfortunately, the halcyon days of 
civilian marksmanship came to an 
end on Nov. 22, 1963, when a surplus 
rifle, purchased for $19.95 from 

a mail order concern in Chicago, 
was used to assassinate John F. 
Kennedy. Here, a new anti-Second 
Amendment movement began, once 
again employing the Collectivist 
Theory of the Second Amendment. 
This movement reached a crescendo 
in the spring of 1968 following the 
assassinations of Martin Luther King 
JR., and Robert F. Kennedy, as the 
clamor for anti-Second Amendment 
laws reach a fever pitch.
Now, for the first time, the NRA 
began to serve as advocate for the 
Second Amendment. While the net 
effect of the law ultimately enacted 
in 1968 was small, the strategy of 
the anti-Second Amendment forces 
was revealed; they would be content 
to accept one small victory at a time, 
until they had achieved their ultimate 
goal—the disarming of the civilian 
population. Initially, the anti-Second 
Amendment legion focused on 
handguns. With only tepid support 
from the White House after 1968, 
they achieved no national victories 
through the 1970s. 
Due to their lack of success at the 
federal level, anti-Second Amendment 
forces turned their attention to the 
state and local level. In 1982, anti-
Second Amendment forces made 
their boldest move ever, in California. 
Handguns were made illegal in the 
San Francisco, at the urging of Mayor 
Diane Feinstein. The state Attorney 
General ruled that municipalities had 
no constitutional authority to pass such 
a law in California. Thus, anti-Second 
Amendment forces in California put 
Proposition 15 on the ballot, which 
sought a total ban on handguns in 
California. Proposition 15 went down 

to defeat 63% to 37%, and in the 
process, ended Tom Bradley’s hopes of 
becoming governor of California.
Having failed to ban handguns, the 
anti-Second Amendment forces turned 
their attention to long guns. With 
the end of the draft, a new generation 
came to the fore that had never been 
in the military, and they were never 
trained in the use of small arms. The 
new up-and-coming generation was 
far more ignorant of firearms than 
their fathers, who had served in World 
War II and Korea. This ignorance was 
used to create a fear of firearms by the 
anti-Second Amendment forces. They 
thus concocted the myth of the “semi-
automatic assault rif le” which, like 
mermaids and unicorns, is a charming 
fairy tale, but non-existent in real life. 
In 1993, they achieved a temporary 
victory when Congress banned the 
“semi-automatic assault rifle.” Yet, as 
Bill Clinton himself admitted, two 
years later, “the fight for the assault-
weapons ban cost twenty members 
their seats in Congress. The NRA is 
the reason the Republicans control 
the House.” Ten years later, when the 
sunset provision of this anti-Second 
Amendment law kicked in, the law 
was not renewed. 
Around this time, the NRA, along 
with other Second Amendment 
advocacy groups, sought to obtain 
a formal definition of the Second 
Amendment, in the Supreme Court. 
The final segment of the book details 
the ebbs and flows of the litigation 
process, along with the conflicting 
strategies employed by the various 
advocacy groups, in bringing Heller 
before the Supreme Court. Initially 
the NRA did not want to bring Heller 
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to the courts, for fear of an adverse 
ruling. Yet, other Second Amendment 
advocacy groups forged ahead, and 
Heller ruled that there is indeed a 
personal right to bear arms in the 
Second Amendment. Following Heller, 
McDonald succeeded in making the 
Second Amendment applicable to 
the states. Here, the book meant to 
conclude. However, shortly before it 
was sent out for publication, NYSRPA 
v. Bruen was handed down. Thus, To 
Trust the People with Arms had to be 
continued, to detail the process that 
led to Bruen. 
Although the authors of To Trust 
the People with Arms felt they had 
essentially completed the book 
before Bruen, the arc of the entire 
book followed the directive of Justice 
Thomas in Bruen. To Trust the People 
with Arms examines the Second 
Amendment from an historical 
point of view, stressing the historic 
perspective in 1791, when the Second 
Amendment was enacted. Though 
written as a law book, To Trust the 
People with Arms reads like a novel. 
Indeed, in almost 50 years of reading 
law books, I have never found a law 
book to be as brisk and easily readable 
as To Trust the People with Arms. 
While Bruen defined the true meaning 
of the Second Amendment, we must 
always realize that in this world, 
nothing is ever settled once and for 
all. Indeed, we’d be well advised to 
heed the warning of President Reagan, 
that freedom is never more than one 
generation from extinction. It would 
be foolhardy at best, and suicidal at 
worst, to just assume that the enemies 
of the Second Amendment will go 

gently into that good night. And as To 
Trust the People with Arms succinctly 
pointed out, the Collectivist Theory 
of the Second Amendment was first 
promulgated barely a decade into its 
existence. Thus, we can’t rely on mere 
words to protect our freedoms.
As we have all seen, the Bruen decision 
was attacked before the ink was even 
dry. We saw how Gov. Kathy Hochul 
railed against Bruen before, by her 
own admission, she had even read it! 
We must expect these attacks on our 
Second Amendment rights to not only 
continue, but to intensify. And we 
must fight back against these attacks, 
in our law courts. 
To defend our hard earned Second 
Amendment rights, we will need 
the legal profession to step up, and 
demand that the government obey 
the law. While the NRA, along with 
other advocacy groups, will defend 
our Second Amendment rights at the 
federal level, and to some extend the 
state level, local practitioners must 
defend the Second Amendment at the 
grassroots level, and protect the rights 
of the individuals who justly demand 

that the government obey the law, 
when they are forced into court. 
Bruen tasked lawyers with a new 
challenge; to interpret the law 
through historical analysis. This is a 
completely different approach from 
the way legal research is taught in 
law school. As one who came to 
law school from graduate school in 
History, I immediately appreciated 
how organized and efficient legal 
research is, in comparison to historical 
research. Indeed, I was told by one of 
my history professors that you haven’t 
really experienced what research is, 
until you’ve spent the entire day in the 
library, and found absolutely nothing. 
Whatever there is to be said for this 
sort of approach to research, it can’t be 
called practical. 
Lawyers in small firms, or solo 
practitioners, will need help in 
navigating through the “brave new 
world” of Bruen. First of all, all the 
Second Amendment advocacy groups 
will have to serve as back-up to the 
legal profession at the grassroots 
level. While you’ll never find a more 
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loyal member of the NRA that this 
Patriot Life Endowment Member, it 
serves the Second Amendment well 
to have the support of a plethora of 
advocacy groups, besides the NRA. 
To Trust the People with Arms pointed 
out in its detailed narrative of the 
progress of Heller, McDonald, and 
Bruen through the courts, how the 
many different groups with different 
strategies conflicted. This did indeed 
make things messy. However, this 
process, inefficient though it may 
be, kept everyone from succumbing 
to “groupthink,” and insured that all 
conceivable arguments were made. 
Also, lawyers will need to form 
bar associations, dedicated to the 

practice of Second Amendment law. 
In the wake of Bruen, things will 
be happening very fast, all over the 
country, and every lawyer will need to 
know about every single development 
in Second Amendment law. None of 
us can do it alone; we all need each 
other’s help.
Finally, lawyers will need a canon, 
a collection of books detailing the 
history of the Second Amendment, 
as a place to start our research when 
we are presented with an actual case. 
Here, To Trust the People with Arms 
definitely belongs in the canon of 
works by historian/lawyers who have 
done the “heavy lifting” for us, and 

they can point us to exactly where we 
need to be for each individual case, and 
they also provide the original sources 
we can cite in our legal briefs. 
To Trust the People with Arms is a 
must-read not only for lawyers, but for 
everyone who cherishes their Second 
Amendment rights. The best place to 
obtain a copy is to order one through 
the University of Kansas press, online. 
I urge all those who cherish their 
Second Amendment rights to do 
exactly that.
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Summer Camp Memories and  
Company Outings by Charlie Beers

I had an intense, short-lived discussion 
with the man seated to my right on a 
recent f light. We were living different 
lives, but we had similar sounding 
childhoods. I mentioned nothing 
about my affiliation with the gun 
community or why I was headed to 
Dallas, Texas. Shortly before landing, 
I mentioned that my daughter was 
going off to summer camp in July. For 
the first time on the flight, the man 
beamed with excitement in his eyes. 
His favorite camp memories were 

roasting marshmallows and shooting 
rif les.
With both memories he made an 
immediate reference to the smell and 
feel of the activities. Oddly enough, 
he seemed more enthralled by the oil 
and gun smoke than by food. In near 
disbelief, I pushed for more details. 
Was he a Boy Scout? This man’s 
lifetime exposure to firearms had been 
at a YMCA camp in the south. For 
eight weeks spread over four summers 
he had the benefit of firearms 

training from an NRA instructor. He 
remembers receiving an NRA patch 
and pin—they may be in his attic, after 
the undecorating of his childhood 
room and sale of his parents’ home.
In addition to the smell, sights and 
sounds of the range, my neighbor 
remembered that access to the rif le 
program was tied directly to behavior 
and group effort to clean the cabin 
daily. A well-behaved group might 
even get an additional 10-15 rounds 
before oiling and locking up the rif les 
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in time for dinner. Similarly, my 
first, camp-based rifle and shotgun 
experiences were with the Boy Scouts, 
and I remembered similar days under 
a tin roof on an outdoor range with a 
sand berm backstop. I tried to push for 
other details of his camp experiences; 
was there a lake, canoes, hiking or 
biking? My exploratory efforts failed, 
and his mind was set on rif les shooting 
little groups. When I managed to get a 
question in, I learned that the totality 
of his gun exposure was shooting .22 
rif les from a bench rest.
The flight concluded with him 
walking behind me on the jet bridge 
and continuing to discuss his desire 
to shoot a rif le again. Thanks to the 
world of Google and a few website 
suggestions for his Florida locale, I 
hope he reconnected with a favorite 
pastime. Afterward, I spent my Uber 
trip making a listing of camps at which 
I made gun memories in my own 
life. Camps like Boyhaven, Rotary, 

Wakpominee, Chingachgook and the 
1993 National Jamboree at Fort A.P. 
Hill. It begs the question: How many 
people do we live and work close to 
who also have this secretive desire to 
shoot? 
Shooting—or guns in general—may 
likely be a desire subdued or repressed 
publicly by accepted social norms of 
the office, a church or community 
group. I will say that my own 
professional world was shifted the year 
we had an engineering team outing at 
my home. Co-workers opened up and 
relaxed as the clay pigeons broke and 
the garbage can filled up with empty 
hulls one July afternoon. About half of 
those individuals in this adult group 
had never fired a gun.
People talked for a week before, and 
several weeks after, about how we were 
allowed to have a shooting event as 
part of a work function. The answer 
was simple: We did it! There were 
no rules forbidding it, the guns were 

personally owned and fired legally on 
privately owned property. It certainly 
beat the sweltering heat of another day 
at the horse track with co-workers. 
Once the guns were stowed, the BBQ 
and adult beverages ensured that the 
day wouldn’t be forgotten. 
So, let me ask you a question: Do you 
have a team outing to plan?
As I sat at an instructor update at the 
NRA annual meeting several days later 
a comment was made about impacting 
the lives of students. My flight to the 
meeting had showed this indelible 
link often created with one’s initial 
shooting experiences. NRA instructor 
certification is a great tool in your 
toolbox of life. Far more parents and 
grandparents with solid fundamentals 
in safe firearms handling exist. We can 
change the perception and acceptance 
of firearms in our communities. I 
have a goal for the summer of 2024. 
I want to shoot with three people 
who normally have limited access or 
exposure to firearms. Maybe a non-
gun owner or maybe someone who 
bought a gun and lacks a range? What 
goal are you willing to set? A dusty 
box of .22’s and a bolt action may be 
all it takes to change perception. 

Your Trusted Choice 
for your business 
insurance needs 

914.898.5634 v
Workers Comp, General Liability, 
Commercial Properties, Disability, 
Large Group Medical, Professional, 

High Value Homes and Boats. 

NY • NJ • CT
277 Tarrytown Rd., White Plains , NY 10607

Frank Kolovic
Broker

Proud Member of NYSRPA & Life NRA Member
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A Look At Some ‘Extreme Risk Protection 
Orders' Cases Caused by the ‘Red Flag Law'

by Joel Abelove

On Aug. 24, 2019, New York’s 
“Red Flag Law” took effect, much 
to the consternation of gun owners, 
Constitutionalists, and believers in 
due process everywhere. Article 63-A 
of New York’s Civil Practice Law and 
Rules titled, “Extreme Risk Protection 
Orders,” outlines procedures for the 
surrender and removal of firearms and 
firearms rights from a person who is 
likely to engage in conduct that would 
result in serious harm to himself, 
herself, or others, as defined in section 
9.39 of the Mental Hygiene Law. 
Enacted in response to mass shootings, 
the law is intended to provide a 
mechanism by which to intervene 
before a dangerous person carries out 
his or her lethal plan, ostensibly by 
removing the means by which that 
person can commit violence. Currently, 
the ERPO law permits four categories 
of persons who may petition Supreme 
Court for a Temporary Extreme Risk 
Protection Order: police; a family 
or household member; a school 
administrator; or various health care 
professionals, social workers, marriage 
counselors and family therapists. 
While much has been written about 
the mechanics of the statute, and 
the many concerns regarding its 
implementation, the purpose of this 
article is to share the insights and 
observations of a practitioner who has 
handled a number of these matters, 
including conducting ERPO hearings. 
When the law was first enacted, 
my concerns centered around its 

potential for abuse, or at least its 
negligent implementation. By abuse, 
I mean the potential for disgruntled 
family members, anti-gun health care 
workers, or overzealous police officers, 
to weaponize the statute to target 
individuals against whom they harbor 
some ulterior motive (rather than a 
genuine concern for the person’s safety, 
or the safety of others, as manifested 
by the person’s statements or conduct). 
By negligent implementation, I mean 
the lazy, default position taken by 
some police officers that suggests, 
“when in doubt, apply for an ERPO.” 
Not only have I witnessed this attitude 
that has become pervasive among 
law enforcement, it appears to have 
been adopted by many of the judges 
before whom TERPO applications are 
presented. 
What it boils down to is that no one 
wants to be left without a seat if the 
music stops playing. Simply put, police 
and judges would rather take away 
your rights than risk the backlash of a 
tragedy on their watch. The sentiment 
is certainly understandable in today’s 
hyper-sensitive environment; however, 
when it comes to constitutional rights, 
fear cannot be the principle by which 
we decide whether to seek their 
removal. 
It is offensive enough that the 
ERPO statute permits one’s Second 
Amendment rights to be stripped prior 
to receiving due process via a hearing. 
Worse yet is the attitude adopted by 
many police officers and judges to err 

on the side of caution—meaning they 
would rather deny someone’s rights to 
avoid any potential blame should that 
person commit an act of violence. 
The manifestation of this phenomenon 
is more than conspiratorial speculation. 
Sadly, I have witnessed firsthand the 
predictable consequences of a law that 
permits the state to punish people 
for their thoughts and ideas. Sound 
Orwellian? That is my point, and I say 
it without a hint of hyperbole. 
I have experienced three ERPO 
hearings that provide a terrifying 
glimpse into a process that has 
devolved into a nightmare for law-
abiding New Yorkers: First, is a client 
who allegedly sent very offensive 
writings to various politicians, 
attacking them based upon their 
race and religion. After conducting 
absolutely no investigation into the 
matter themselves, the local sheriff 
filed a TERPO application after being 
told to do so by the New York state 
attorney general. No one interviewed 
my client to even confirm whether he 
sent the letters, much less to ascertain 
whether he represented a danger to 
anyone. Following a hearing, the court 
dismissed the petition and vacated the 
TERPO. 
Second, is a client who allegedly 
told a cab driver that if he ever got 
the chance, he would like to kill the 
governor; that he believed that Blacks 
and Jews did not deserve to live; and 
other offensive statements. Police 
never attempted to interview my client 
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before seeking a TERPO. Following 
a hearing, the court dismissed the 
petition and vacated the TERPO. 
Aside from finding that the petitioner 
failed to prove by clear-and-convincing 
evidence that my client was likely to 
harm anyone, the court also based its 
decision on my client’s free speech 
rights. The court held that my client’s 
statements, while repugnant, do not 
fall outside the scope of protected 
speech. Perhaps most disturbing was 
the attorney general’s argument that 
my client’s statements involved “all 
sorts of hate speech and potential 
threats to protected groups of persons.” 
We do not take away a person’s Second 
Amendment right simply because 
he or she exercises his or her First 
Amendment rights. Hate speech is 
protected speech. If no one hated it, it 
would not need to be protected by the 
Constitution. And potential threats 
are not actual, present threats. When 
the state seeks to punish you for saying 
offensive things, or because it believes 
you might be a potential threat based 
upon your statements, then we have 
truly crossed a dangerous threshold as 
a society.
Third, is a client who allegedly made 
a statement to a co-worker—which he 
stated was in jest—that they should 

kill another co-worker. My client also 
sent a meme to the same co-worker, 
which he explained was a joke, that 
appeared on its face to be threatening. 
After the co-worker complained to her 
supervisor, the New York State Police 
interviewed the complainant, several 
co-workers, and my client. 
The investigating officer told my 
client—captured on body-worn 
camera—that he believed the 
statements were merely a poorly 
received joke, meant as dark humor. 
Nevertheless, the state police filed an 
application for a TERPO, withholding 
such evidence from the issuing judge. 
As the investigator testified at the 
hearing, the decision to file the 
application was made because the 
complainant made the complaint, and 
in the current societal environment 
it was better to be safe than sorry. 
Even more shocking to me was the 
statement made to me by the assistant 
attorney general representing the 
petitioner, just prior to the hearing. 
The state’s lawyer admitted that he 
would likely not be able to sustain his 
burden of proof at the hearing, but 
that his superiors told him to proceed 
with the hearing regardless. “I have 
my marching orders” was what I was 
told by this attorney. Such a phrase has 

been used during the darkest times in 
history to justify truly evil acts. Here, 
it was used to seek a Final Extreme 
Risk Protection Order against 
someone whom the government did 
not think it could prove is a danger to 
himself or others. Following a hearing, 
the court rightfully vacated the 
TERPO and dismissed the petition.
None of these clients had a criminal 
history. All three were stripped of their 
Second Amendment rights without 
notice, and prior to any being afforded 
opportunity to contest the evidence 
against them. They all had to hire an 
attorney—as they are not entitled to 
counsel under the statute. Fortunately, 
for these individuals, their rights 
were restored. Unfortunately, they 
are victims of a process that presumes 
they are guilty. The state police 
investigator’s statement regarding 
erring on the side of caution reveals 
what many of us predicted from the 
outset, that fear of being wrong would 
prevent police and judges from doing 
what is right. According to statistics 
from the NYS Unified Court System, 
between Aug. 26, 2019 and April 
14, 2024, nearly 98% of the time an 
application was filed, the court issued 
a TERPO. Yet, in only approximately 
80% of those cases did the court issue 
an ERPO, meaning that in nearly 1 
in 5 cases where someone’s rights are 
taken away through a TERPO, the 
court finds insufficient evidence to 
issue a Final ERPO.
This statute may mean to prevent 
harm, but as the saying goes, the road 
to hell is paved with good intentions. 
The practical implementation of this 
law has been rife with abuse and 
misuse. It should be immediately  
fixed or repealed, before more 
citizens are subjected to its hideous 
repercussions. 
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The Armed Citizen® April 26, 2024 by NRA Women Staff

Woe be to anyone who dare threaten 
a woman when she is babysitting her 
grandchild. One Albuquerque man 
found this out the hard way when he 
was shot by a grandmother after he 
broke into her house. Here’s what we 
know:
A would-be auto-theft suspect who 
had been driving a stolen truck finally 
came to a stop after police used spike 
strips to flatten his tires—but not 
before continuing to flee with the 
truck on its rims and crashing it into 
a curb. The man fled on foot and ran 
into the neighborhood where he had 
crashed. The incident occurred at about 
8 p.m. About 90 minutes later, 9-1-1 
dispatchers received a call from the 
grandmother, saying she had shot an 
intruder in her home who took her 

keys and told her he did not want to go 
to jail. 
The woman reportedly told police she 
had been with her 4-year-old grandson 
when she heard someone inside the 
home. It was then that she encountered 
the 32-year-old man, whom she said 
seemed angry, telling her he needed 
her keys.
The woman told police that she 
thought about arming herself right 
then, but she wasn’t sure if there was 
time to do so if the intruder was also 
armed. Instead, she took him to a bowl 
in the kitchen that contained a lot of 
keys, letting the man take some of his 
choosing before he left.
It was then that the woman grabbed 
her own gun and took her grandchild 

into the bedroom. Moments later 
the man was back in her hallway, 
demanding more keys.
The woman said she pointed the 
gun at the man and ordered him to 
leave, but instead he began advancing 
toward her. The woman, in fear for 
her life and that of her grandchild, 
fired at him once, striking him. She 
then reportedly applied pressure to his 
wound until police arrived.
The man reportedly will be booked 
into jail after being released from the 
hospital. (abqjournal.com; 3/25/24; 
Albuquerque, N.M.). 

Posted from April 26, 2024 by NRA  
Women Staff. 
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Are You 
Looking for A 
New Range?

by Cav. George L. Greco

I would like to share with everyone a recent range experience.
Recently, I went for my New Jersey Permit to Carry Class, in 
Monroe Township, N.J.—it was held at a range named Recoil.
What a beautiful new facility. This is Middlesex County’s 
only public shooting range. It has 15 lanes at 25 yards and 
state-of-the-art equipment, including: check-in kiosks; a 
purpose-built public access range; and a state-of-the-art 
Meggitt Training Systems. 
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It was designed and built to provide 
everyone with a safe and pleasant 
experience. With 15 heated and 
air-conditioned lanes at 25 yards, 
each lane features state-of-the-art 
technology, including digital target 
retrievers.
The facility has HEPA air filtration 
with airf low at over 75 feet per minute. 
With sound-dampening throughout 
the range and shooting booths 
constructed of AR500 steel, safety and 
comfort is in every detail.
As it is a public range, the fees are  
$25 per hour (an additional guest 
is $12 per hour/maximum of three 
people per point). 
The range is fully handicapped 
accessible. It welcomes guests 10 years 
old and up accompanied with a parent/
guardian.
What a different experience from what 
we all have from living in the five 
boroughs of New York City. It was like 
I died and went to range heaven.
Additionally, the facility offers 
classroom instructions, again in a 
state-of-the-art classroom. It is  
clean, organized and it also has 
HEPA-filter air. 
The Bullet Trap is a Meggit GranTrap. 
It is considered a stepped-steel 
platform covered in granulated rubber. 
The Meggitt target carriers is a 
wireless system, which has 360 turning 
capability and LED distraction 
lighting options. The carriers are 
operated via a touch-screen interface 
for all target retriever commands.
So, if anyone from NYC wants  
to step into the 21st century for  
indoor shooting experience, look  
into Recoil. 
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The Real Facts About Gun Deaths in America
by Jo Deering

Numbers don’t lie, but statistics can 
mislead us. What are your real chances 
of being a victim of a firearms-involved 
homicide?
When Mark Twain famously said: 
“There are three kinds of lies: lies, 
damned lies and statistics,” he was 
warning us that the accuracy of 
statistics and the picture they paint can 
vary widely based on who is presenting 
the data, what facts they choose to 
present and what they choose to leave 
out, and what their agenda might be. 
This is absolutely true when it comes to 
the statistics regarding gun deaths and 
defensive gun uses in America. Anti-
gun politicians rant about “an epidemic 
of gun violence” and the media screams 

about “mass shootings,” but what is the 
real truth? And on a personal level, how 
likely are you to become a victim of a 
shooting?
First, let’s look at defensive gun uses. 
These numbers are particularly difficult 
to pin down, as we have no way of 
knowing how many people each year 
draw their gun in self-defense and never 
fire it or report the incident. Many 
studies have been done, with estimates 
that Americans use a firearm in self-
defense between 500,000 and 3 million 
times a year. In 2021, a comprehensive 
study on the issue found that the 
number is probably around 1.6 million 
defensive gun uses (DGU) a year. We 
have no way to know how many lives 

those DGUs might have saved, but it’s 
an important figure to keep in mind as 
we dig into the rest of the data.
Now, about gun deaths. The most 
recent year for which complete data is 
available is 2021, and Pew Research 
reports that in that year, 48,830 people 
died from gun-related injuries in the 
U.S., which is relatively high due to 
a pandemic spike (it was 39,707 in 
2019; 44,310 in 2022). The total U.S. 
population in 2021 was about 332 
million, which puts the percentage of 
the U.S. population killed by a firearm 
that year at 0.0147%. The percentage is 
small, but we can all agree that 48,830 
is still a lot of people. To compare, 
about 43,000 people a year are killed 
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in car accidents in the U.S.; 610,000 
people die from cancer each year; and 
695,000 people die from heart disease 
each year.
Now, what the media is less quick 
to tell you is that more than half—
about 55% to 60% depending on the 
year—of those firearm deaths are 
suicides. In 2021, that number was 
54%, or 26,328 people. A total of 
549 firearm deaths that year were 
accidents, 458 had undetermined 
circumstances, 537 involved law 
enforcement. A total of 43% were 
classified as murders—20,958 people 
in 2021, according to the CDC. And 
it should be noted that the murder rate 
in the U.S. peaked in the 1970s and 
remains below that peak, although as 
mentioned, it rose sharply during the 
pandemic (experts think that’s tied to 
domestic violence). There are several 
hundred “ justifiable homicides” per 
year committed with firearms, and it’s 
unclear where in the numbers those 
incidents are included.
So, if we presume that you’re not 
suicidal, you follow the rules of 
gun safety to prevent accidents, and 
you don’t involve yourself with law 
enforcement (safe to assume the 
overwhelming majority of those were 
criminal encounters), the average 
U.S. citizen’s average risk of gun-
related murder in 2021 went down to 
0.0063%.
But that’s the average U.S. citizen, and 
you’re not average, are you? For one 
thing, murder is very geographically 

concentrated in the U.S. In 2020, 
more than half (56%) of murders were 
committed in just 2% of America’s 
counties—73% of the country’s 
murders were concentrated in 5% 
of the counties that contain 47% of 
the U.S. population. Even in those 
dangerous counties, murders are still 
heavily concentrated to specific ZIP 
codes. An important research paper 
(linked above) uses Los Angeles 
County, California, as an example. 
There, the worst 10% of the ZIP codes 
account for 41% of the murders and the 
worst 30% of the ZIP codes account 
for a whopping 82% of the murders. 
So, if you don’t live in one of America’s 
top 5% most dangerous counties, 
you’ve knocked your murder risk down 
by an overwhelming margin.
Second—and all these risk factors 
are related and overlapping (further 
evidence that statistics need to be 
taken with a grain of salt)—homicides 
don’t happen equally along racial and 
gender lines. Clinical research from 
the American Journal of Medicine 
cites a study from 2010 to 2012 
that concluded males were six times 
more likely to die from firearms than 
females were. Specifically, for 2018, 
the research concluded that Black 
males had a 2.61% lifetime risk of 
death from firearms, while white 
females had a 0.27% lifetime risk. The 
same study found the risks of death 
from firearms for the following groups: 
All Americans on average, 0.93%; 
Asian-American females, 0.08%; Black 

females, 0.35%; Hispanic females, 
0.12%; Native American females, 
0.24%. You can see full data in the 
chart on page three here, but the point 
is, your risk of death by firearm is far 
below average just based on the fact 
that you’re a woman.
In addition, we must take into account 
substance abuse and gang violence. 
FBI data indicates that on average, 
about 13% of all homicides annually 
are gang-related. Perhaps overlapping, 
but with no real way to tell, studies 
show that about a third of the people 
who are killed by guns have been 
drinking heavily at the time of their 
death. About one-fifth of murder 
victims have cocaine in their system 
at the time of death, and about 4% 
have opioids in their system when they 
are killed (this data is from 2011, so 
the percentages might have changed 
since, but the point remains). One 
study concluded that “Substance abuse 
is closely linked to gun violence,” 
usually starting with drug dealers in a 
neighborhood and trickling down  
from there. We just don’t know exactly 
how much.
Because of the potential overlap in 
counties, gangs, crime and substance 
abuse, there’s no way to put a true 
number on how your risk of being 
involved in a firearms-related death 
goes down if you avoid these things—
but it’s safe to say it’s a massive 
reduction in risk.
One final thing that NRA women 
need to be aware of is domestic 
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violence. According to the Bureau of 
Justice, in a 2007 study, only 10% of 
female murder victims (all murders, 
not just gun-related) were killed by a 
stranger. Twenty-four percent were 
killed by a spouse or ex-spouse, 21% 
by a boyfriend or girlfriend, 19% by 
another family member, and 25% by 
someone else they knew. Bottom line: 
Avoiding relationships of all types 
with unstable people goes an incredibly 
long way toward keeping you safe from 
violence.
To wrap up, keep in mind that while 
numbers don’t lie, statistics can be 

incredibly misleading. While the 
number of firearm deaths in the U.S. 
each year is listed at 48,830 (for 2021), 
representing an average risk among 
the general population of 0.0147% for 
the year, the truth is that a tremendous 
number of those deaths—nearly 
all—are related to factors you have 
at least some control over. In reality, 
if your mental health is stable, you 
handle your firearms safely, you have 
healthy relationships and you don’t do 
drugs, get involved in gang activity or 
spend time in areas where drugs and 
gangs are a problem, your chances of 

NYSRPA
Protecting your rights since 1871.

being shot to death are insanely small, 
statistically speaking. 

Posted by Jo Deering from April 26, 2024 
NRA Women Magazine. 
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Bullet Advertisement Rates

FULL COLOR
	 Ad Size	 1x	 3x	 6x
Business Card	  2" h x 3.5" w	 $100.00	 $100.00	 $90.00
¼ page	 4.5" h x 3.5" w	 $220.00	 $200.00	 $180.00
½ page	 4.625" h x 7.5" w	 $440.00	 $420.00	 $400.00
½ page vertical	 9.5" h x 3.5" w	 $440.00	 $420.00	 $400.00
1 page	 9.5" h x 7.5" w	 $800.00	 $780.00	 $750.00

Commercial/business advertisements 
are subject to space availability 
in any given issue of the Bullet. 

Advertisements should be submitted 
in electronic format suitable for print 
reproduction (i.e., PDF, TIFF, etc.), 

and at 300 dpi. Our graphic artist 
can create your ad for an additional 
fee. Faxed materials cannot be 
accepted. The rates for commercial/
business ads are as follows:
For pricing on premium 
placement, page bleed, inserts, 
two-page spreads, or other special 
considerations, contact the editor at 
info@nysrpa.org or (518) 272-2654.
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Member Clubs	 List your club’s events FREE! Not a member? Call us for an application.

110 Rod & Gun Club 
275 Gidley Road 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569  
3rd Sun.: 3 Gun Shoot 
4th Sun.: Sporting Clays  
M. Rossi (845) 471-7497

336 Rifle & Pistol Club 
Glen Head, NY 
.22 rifle, centerfire pistol, .22 pistol  
www.336rifleandpistol.com

Armed & Unarmed School of 
Security Inc. 
Brewster, NY 
Defensive Pistol/Rifle/Shotgun 
Training Nick M. (845) 878-4804 
Trap Tues./Sat.  
Trap Instruction Mon./Sun.  
Special Event Range Usage  
(845) 270-4232

Attica Rod & Gun Club High 
Power Tournaments Action Pistol 
G. Logan (585) 591-2820 
D. Hojnicki (585) 591-1705 
T. Thompson (585) 591-0697

Bar-20 Cowboy Action Shooters 
At Eatonbrook R&G Club 
West Eaton, NY 
SASS, IDPA, Rimfire Challenge 
www.facebook.com/
bartwentysportsclub

BayRidge Rod & Gun Club 
6716 Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
Brooklyn, NY 11219

Beaver Brook Rod & Gun Club 
776 County Road 22 
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 
Trap & Skeet Sunday mornings  
B. Hofaker (845) 557-8522

Binghamton Rifle Club 
Pistol 
W. Platt (607) 723-2658 
wlplatt@stney.rr.com 
P. Matwey (607) 723-1418 
pmatwey@stny.rr.com

Black Rock Fish & Game Club 
31 Liberty St. 
Highland Falls, NY 10928

Bog Trotters R&P Club 
Eden, NY  
(716) 992-4292 
High Power Pistol 
edendds@roadrunner.com

Brookhaven Pistol Club 
41 Brook St.  
Sayville, NY  
Pistol shooting 
Brookhaven_pc@yahoo.com

Broome County Sportsmen’s Assoc. 
PO Box 1794 
Binghamton, NY 
www.bcsportsmen.org

Brunswick Sportsman’s Club  
Cropseyville, NY 12052  
Smallbore, Highpower, Trap & Skeet 
Pistol, Air Rifle, Women’s Activities  
www.brunswicksportsmansclub.org

Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Edmeston, NY 
Pistol, Bullseye, Skeet, Trap, Jr. Rifle, 
F-Class Smallbore Shotgun 
(607) 965-8096  
www.bffgc.com

Busti Trap Club 
1181 Southwestern Drive 
Jamestown, NY 14701

Camden Rod & Gun Club 
PO Box 97 
2655 Moran Post Road 
Camden, NY 13316 
Outdoor Rifle Range 
Indoor & Outdoor Pistol Range 
Skeet, Trap, Archery

Camillus Sportsmen’s Club 
High Power, Light Rifle, Pistol, 
Shotgun, Smallbore 
www.camillussportsmensclub.com

Caribou Rifle & Pistol Club 
PO Box 6012 
North Babylon, NY 11703  
Meetings in East Islip  
Dan (631) 327-4942 
Rory (631) 232-1354 
www.caribougunclub.org

Castleton Fish & Game Club 
Light Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun 
castletonclub@gmail.com

The Catskill Mountain Fish and 
Game Club 
167 Hylan Road,  
Hunter NY 12442 
PO Box 848,  
Tannersville, NY 12485 
catskillmtnfishandgame1@gmail.com

Central Empire State Rifle and 
Pistol League 
PO Box 44 
131 Mechanic St.  
Guilford, NY 13780 
(607) 895-6437 
phawkins61971@gmail.com 

Clinton Fish & Game Club 
 www.clintonfishandgameclub.com 
(315) 853-8787 
Skeet, trap, sporting clays, indoor 
pistol

Chesterfield Fish & Game Club 
359 Green St. 
Keeseville, NY 12944 
Mike Stanford Pres. (518) 645-6391 
Pistol Training 
Bullseye Shooting 
NRL22 
JOAD

Columbia Greene FNRA 
Leeds, NY 
M. Conway (518) 537-5441

Conservation Club of Brockport 
Smallbore Pistol 
(585) 637-5961 
www.ccbrockport.org

Cooperstown Sportsmen’s 
Association 
Skeet, Trap, 100-yard range  
(607) 547-8104

Cortland County Pistol Club 
H. Terwilliger  
terwilligers@yahoo.com 
www.cortlandpistolclub.net

Depew Rod & Gun Club 
PO Box 11 
Depew, NY 14043

Dunham’s Bay Fish & Game Club 
Queensbury, NY  
(518) 668-4475  
(518) 792-8821

Dutchess County Pistol Assoc. 
47 St. Nicholas Road 
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 
(845) 297-4481 
Dcpistol.org 
info@dcpistol.org

East End Regulators 
Westhampton, NY 
Cowboy Action Shooting Club  
1st Sunday of every month 
DEUCES (516) 729-0381

Eaton Brook Rod & Gun Club 
4700 Wilcox Road  
West Eaton, NY 13334

Elma Conservation Club 
Elma, NY 
R. Kraft (716) 675-5318

Ephratah Rifle & Gun Club 
Fort Plain, NY  
Trap Sundays 9 a.m.  
Hunter Training (518) 993-3061

Escarpment Arms  
3580 Lock-Olcott Road 
Lockport, NY  
(716) 227-3004 
www.escarpmentarms.com

Falcon Sportsmen’s Club  
2947 Turnpike Road 
Auburn, NY 13021 

Forbes Rifle & Pistol Club 
Albany, NY  
High Power 
M. McGill (518) 355-5475

Freeport R&R Club 
Only outdoor range Nassau County  
Pistol, Light Rifle 
www.freeportlittleclub.org

Glencadia R & G Club  
Stuyvesant Falls, NY  
Pistol League 
R. Smith (518) 821-1255 
K. Smith (518) 858-5404 
Cabin Fever Bow League  
L. Jennings (518) 821-9213  
5 Stand & Sporting Clays  
T. Brorup (518) 755-5997 
www.glenacdiarodandgun.com

Grand Island Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
1083 Whitehaven Road 
Grand Island, NY 
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 
Pistol, Women and Jr. Activities 
(716) 773‑3529

Great Lot Sportsmen’s Club 
Boonville, NY  
Snowshoeing, 10 a.m. 
2/2 & 16 3/23 & 30 
G. Case (315) 378-7592
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Greenfield Fish & Game 
Yorkville, NY 
CMP Jr. and Sr. Shoots 
T. Internicola (315) 859-0796  
Trap Tues. nights 
M. Bambino (315) 724-4954 
Hunter Safety Courses 
www.greenfieldrange.com

Hartland Conservationist Club 
3606 Orangeport Road 
Gasport, NY 14067 
(716) 772-7390

Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game 
Poestenkill, NY  
High Power, Pistol, 
NRA Silhouette/Smallbore 
A. Dorman (518) 573-5176 
hhfgscc@gmail.com  
Shotgun A. Cole (518) 225-9045

Hudson Falls Fish & Game Club  
Archery, Rifle, and Pistol  
Indoor/Outdoor 
Skeet, 5 Stand and Trap 
10 a.m. Mon., Thurs., Sun. 
(518) 747‑4850 
www.hffgc.net  
hudsonfallsfishandgame@gmail.com

Hudson Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 85 
Hudson, NY 12534 
(518) 828-6111 
Trap Fri. 7-10 p.m. 
Dave (518) 567‑7991

Hudson Valley Sportsmans Assoc. 
PO Box 1294 
Wappingers Falls, NY 
www.HVSA.org

Ilion Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 177 
Ilion, NY  
(315) 894-2938 
Trap & skeet, Sporting clays

Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc. 
245 Rumbold Ave. 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120  
www.facebook.com/
Iroquoisarmscollectors/ 
iroquoisarms@yahoo.com

Jamestown Rifle Club 
NRA/CMP Highpower League 
www.jamestownrifleclub.org 
Junior Smallbore/Air Rifle 
NRA Light Rifle League 
J. Schmitt (716) 397-4378 
Jschmitt1452@yahoo.com 
Adult 4-position League 
D. Allen (716) 763-5000 
lizardvolts@yahoo.com  
WNY/PA Pistol League  
S. Slagle (814) 730‑3904

Kinderhook Sportsmen’s Club  
376 Fowler Lake Road  
Ghent, NY 
(518) 392-3332 
Rifle, Pistol, Archery, Fishing, Small 
bore, Shotgun, Hunter Safety, Pistol 
Pre-Licensing Courses 
Trap Sun. 9-12, Wed. 3:30 Seasonal 
kinderhoodsportsman@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/
kinderhooksportsmensclub

Long Island Antique Historical 
Arms Society Inc. 
www.liahas.org

Long Island Black Powder Rifles 
118 Wood Ave. 
Mastic, NY 11950

The Maidstone Gun Club Inc. 
411 Wainscott NW Road 
East Hampton, NY 11937 
(631) 537-7887

Marbletown Sportsmens Club 
Stone Ridge, NY 
Outdoor Range, Jr. Programs, 
WOT Clinic, .22 Matches 
www.marbletownsportsmensclub.org 
Massena Rifle and Pistol Club 
PO Box 353 
Massena, NY 13662 

New Paltz R&G Club 
Trap open to the public.  
Contact M. Schmidt  
trap@newpaltzrodandgun.org

North East Arms Collectors Assoc. 
PO Box 185 
Amityville, NY 11701

North Forest R&G Club 
Lockport, NY 
Skeet, Trap, 5 Stand, Clays  
(716) 438-2009 
www.nfrgc.com

North Star Sportsman’s Club 
Hamlin, NY  
Shotgun 
F. Petricone (585) 456-8824 
www.northstarsportsmansclub.org

Northern Chautauqua R&P Club 
Fredonia, NY  
(716) 672-3488

Northern Dutchess 
Rod & Gun Club  
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
T. Abrahams (845) 389-2661  
www.ndrgc.com

NYC Womens Sport Shooting 
League 
info@nycwssl.org

Old Breed R&P Club  
Nassau County Range Bullseye 
Rimfire/Center Fire Sun. 9 a.m. 
Bob (516) 404-9166

Oneida Rifle Club  
Indoor/Outdoor Pistol, Indoor 
Smallbore, Outdoor Rifle, Trap Field, 
Youth Instruction  
(315) 363-0249

Oneonta Sportsmen’s Club 
Shotgun every Sunday 
www.oneontasportsmensclub.com

Owlkill Rod & Gun Club 
Eagle Bridge, NY  
www.owlkill.org

Paris Gun Club 
Utica, NY 
M. Burline (315) 796-7766 
K. Froit (315) 796-5518

Parkchester Rifle & Revolver Assoc. 
1010 Sacket Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10462 
(718) 823-3162

Pathfinder Fish & Game Club 
116 Crescent Drive  
Fulton, NY 
Rifle/Pistol Ranges for Centerfire, 
Rimfire, Muzzleloading, Air Rifle; 
Trap, Skeet, 5-Stand and Sporting 
Clays; Cowby Action, USPSA, Steel, 
Indoor, Outdoor and 3-D Archery, 
Youth Hunting, Air Rifle and 
Archery  
www.pathfinderfishandgame.com

Pearl River Gun Club 
PO Box 48 
Pearl River, NY  
Pearlrivergunclub.com

Peconic River Sportsmen’s Club 
Manorville, NY 
Club Office (631) 727-5248 
NRA registered matches  
High Power 
T. Najdzion (516) 982-0612 
Tnajdzio@optonline.net

Philmont Rod & Gun Club 
65 Railroad Ave.,  
Philmont, NY  
Community Supported and 
Supporting  
Shotgun, Rifle, Pistol, Fishing, 
Archery, Outdoor 3-D Archery, 
Competition, Adult/Youth 
Instruction, Boating, Archery, 
Hunting, Trap  
prgc1923@gmail.com 
philmontrodgunclub.com

Pine Tree Rifle Club 
419 Johnson Ave.,  
Johnstown, NY 
Fishing, Hunting, Shooting, 
Military, Buy-Sell-Trade 
NRA Basic Shotgun 6/9 Registration 
(518) 883-8605 
Skeet Tues./Thur./Sat. 
Trap Sat., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(518) 883‑8605

Plattsburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Indoor Range 
NRA Rifle Matches League 
Competitions Junior Programs 
Equip & Instruction Provided 
P. Visconti (518) 534-1730 
roughridersrifleteam@yahoo.com

Pleasantville Rifle Club  
Westchester County NY  
All Shooting Disciplines  
NRA Firearms Instruction 
M. Berman (914) 245‑8618

Putnam County Fish & Game 
Assoc.  
PO Box 418 
Carmel, NY 10512

Ramapough Sportsmens Assoc. 
PO Box 366 
Nanuet, NY 
Smallbore, Pistol, Women’s & Junior 
Activities

Rensselaer County Conservation 
Alliance 
PO Box 179 
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 
www.RCCANY.com 
Trapperfrank12712@gmail.com

Ridge Runners Shooting Club Inc. 
Champlain, NY 
www.ridgerunners.us  
www.facebook.com/
ridgerunnersrange 
G. Graham 
back2biloxi@yahoo.com

Rockland Rifle & Revolver 
Camp Smith 
Jim Treacy Jingie6br@gmail.com 
5 Drury Lane 
Highland Falls, NY 10928

Rockland Rifle Club 
West Point 
E. Mahecha emahecha@verizon.net

Rockdale Rod and Gun Club  
PO Box 128 
Guilford, NY 13780 
(607) 764-8679    
rockdalerodandgun.com
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If your club is a member and would like to be listed, email club info to: info@nysrpa.org

Stay Frosty Defensive Tactics  Youth 
& Firearms Safety Education & 
Training  
PO Box 336 
Freeport, NY 11520 
www.fosterstayfrosty.com 
stayfrostydeftac@gmail.com 
@stay_frosty_defensive_tactics 
T.E. Foster (718) 810-0356

Stephentown Valley 
Rod & Gun Club  
PO Box 545 
Averill Park, NY  
(518) 766-5350

Stuyvesant Rod & Gun Club  
6469 Dry Harbor Road 
Middle Village, NY 11379 
 
Sunrise Fish & Game Assoc. Inc. 
93 Bayview Ave. 
Massapequa, NY 11758  
(516) 658-4057

Taconic Valley Rod & Gun Club 
420 Dater Hill Road, Troy, NY 
www.tvrgc.com

Ten X Shooting Club Inc. 
Lancaster, NY 
Smallbore, High Power, Sporterifle, 
Pistol, Air Rifle,  
Women and Jr. Activities  
Tenxshootingclub.com

Tioga Co. Sportsmen 
Owego, NY  
NRA/CMP 
J. LaClair (607) 748-2369 
Sporterifle 
R. Colling (607) 699-9061 
Ruger Rimfire 
B. Waite (215) 688-0614 
CMP Rimfire sporter  
Conventional Pistol 
B. Aube (607) 754-6182  
IDPA 
B. Vernola (607) 754-0740 
Trap ranges 
L. Howe (607) 659-5069 
Skeet 
D. Mider (607) 642-8419 
5 Stand 
K. Gee (607) 237-6786 
Cowboy Action 
B. Compton (607) 659-4770 
Silhouette 
M. Porter (607) 687-2472

Tonawandas Sportsmen’s Club Inc. 
5657 Killian Road  
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
(716) 692-2161   
admin@tonsportsclub.com

Trenton Fish & Game  
CMP Matches Bullseye Rimfire/
Center fire 
B. Kapfer (315) 896-6596 
Action Pistol  
B. Judycki (315) 732‑0873 
Trap L. Pawlings (315) 723-5657

Tri-State R&G Club  
Port Jervis, NY  
High Power, Pistol, Shotgun, 
Smallbore 
(845) 551-9265 
Ladies’ Events 
M. Mann (845) 551-9265 
Woodbury Field & Stream Club Inc. 
PO Box 5 
Central Valley, NY 10917

Tribes Hill Fish & Game

Troy Pistol League 
38 Grace Court 
Troy, NY 
www.troypistol.com   
hsvictorR22@gmail.com

Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
PO Box 10 
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Tupper Lake Sportsmen’s Club 
PO Box 1005 
116 Lake Simond Road 
Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
(518) 359-9715 
www.tupperlakearchers.net  
savagemw49@gmail.com 
Indoor/outdoor Archery 
3-D shoots 
Northern Challenge fishing derby 
(biggest in the region)

Twin City Shooting Club 
North Tonawanda, NY 
Pistol, Light Rifle, Indoor Range  
www.twincityshootingclub.com

Veterans of America Gun Club  
51 Juniper Ave. 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
www.voagunclub.com

Voorheesville Rod & Gun Club  
52 Foundry Road,  
Voorheesville, NY  
(518) 765-9395 
www.vrgclub.com  
Open daily @ noon 
Trap Sun. & Tues. at 1 p.m.   
Pistol Classes 1st Sat. & 3rd Sun. 
Wolfgang or Tony (518) 441-2160  
Berne Range 9 a.m.-1/2 hr. before sunset 
rangeinfo@vrgclub.com  
Archery: Clubhouse grounds target 
points only, brdheads prohibited. 
Crossbows bring own bolt backstops.  
Call club to book parties or events.

Walden Sportsmen’s Club 
1823 NYS Route 52 
Walden, NY 12586 
www.waldensportsmensclub.org 
Trap Sun. 9-12, year-round 
3-D Archery, Women’s Sporting,  
Action Shooting, Boy Scout Training 
and Hunter Education 

Wallkill Rod & Gun Club 
Clays & 5 Stand 
Sun., 10 a.m., year-round  
Wed. evenings in summer 
Harry (845) 219‑9327 
Bucky (845) 542-8571 
www.wallkillrodandgun.com

Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Waterloo, NY  
Smallbore, High Power, Sporterifle, 
Pistol, Women’s & Jrs. 
waterloorpc.com

West Canada Creek Association 
5528 State Route 28 
Newport NY, 13416 
Shoot Trap Wed. at 5 p.m. 
Robert Grose  (315) 219-2365

Whortlekill R &G Club 
Hopewell Junction, NY 
Indoor Pistol and Handgun Instruction 
G. Robinson (845) 298-3263 
Shotgun  
J. Stern (203) 232-7896  
Hunter Education 
P. Scarano (845) 401-6636

Wilton Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
153 Edie Road  
Gansevoort, NY 12831

Wolcottsville Sportsmen’s Club 
1525 Phelps Road 
Corfu, NY 14036

Woodbury Field & Stream Club Inc. 
PO Box 5 
Central Valley, NY 10917

Roosevelt Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
PO Box 2458 
Seaford, NY 11783  
Hunting big & small game

Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club  
1130 Broadway, Westbury, NY 11590  
Indoor Pistol 
NRA Conv. Pistol Intnl.  
Pistol Sectional 
M. Gorman (917) 929-8717

Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 588 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
(518) 891-2560

Saugerties Fish & Game Club 
168 Fish Creek Road,  
Saugerties, NY  
Trap Thurs. & Sun. (open to public) 
D. Zeeh (845) 481-4465

Shortsville Rod & Gun Club 
Shortsville, NY 14548

Southampton Pistol & Rifle Club 
919 Majors Path 
Southampton, NY 11968

Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 
CMP Matches, Trap, Steel Shoots, 
Instruction 
scocp.org 
CMP  
David Friedman (518) 248-9480 
Trap  
John Donahue (518) 235-5582 
Steel  
Frank Hill (518) 406-8844 
One-on-One firearm instruction 
Saratoga Unrestricted Permit Course 
Saratoga, Schenectady, Albany Basic 
Pistol Permit 
Instructor@scocp.org

Springville Field & Stream  
PO Box 106 
8900 Chaise Road 
Springville, NY 14141 
Springvillfs@gmail.com

Square Deal Sportsmen Inc. 
Maine, NY 
USPSA/IPSC  
C. Brinser (607) 748‑2771 
Highpower/CMP  
D. Canfield (607) 625-7571  
Dcanfield@xcapfg.com
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The answers to three important 
questions
I consistently get asked questions like: 
“How are we going to change things?” 
“What are you doing for me?” and 
“What happened to Bullet?”.
Well, I will answer those questions the 
same way I have since I’ve held this 
position at NYSRPA:
The answer to question No. 1: Voting. 
Voting is the beginning and end of 
all. If you’re not out there voting, 
you’re not doing anything to help the 
situation here in New York. Singing 
the excuse that your vote doesn’t count 
is just that, an excuse, and you are 
correct when you’re not voting—it 
doesn’t count. 
The answer to question No. 2: We 
are here fighting for you daily. When 
we won our Bruen case, we changed 
things for the entire country—and we 
will continue to do so. At NYSRPA, 
we spend a lot of our time (even 
weekends), working on lawsuits, 
fundraisers and finding new ways to 
raise money to fund our fight against 
the state. Tom makes sure he is 
meeting politicians and speaking with 

Nancy’s Corner by Nancy Lewandusky

them on their positions on gun rights, 
so that we can make an informed 
decision to help you—the gun owner.  
The opposition has an unlimited bank 
account of our tax dollars; we have 
what our members pay with dues and 
your gracious donations.
The answer to question No. 3: Bullet 
is alive and well; it is now in a digital 
format. It was a decision that did not 
come easily, but we had to make the 
transition to a digital format due to 
price increases and materials shortages. 
The only way we could keep Bullet 
going in this climate was to make it 
digital. If you know members who 
haven’t been receiving Bullet, please 
have them reach out to me at info@
nysrpa.org so that we can get it to 
them in their email. 

Where we stand now
Here we are—in the most confusing 
time we have ever-lived in. A time 
when, depending on who you are, a 
“statute of limitations” may or may not 
be upheld in the court of law as it is 
written. 
We have celebrities acting like they are 
gods and getting caught up in scandal 

after scandal, but after a month its 
already gone, old news—and this is for 
some horrific violent crimes that are 
even caught on video! 
Then, you have President Donald 
Trump getting convicted of several 
felonies for things that are beyond the 
“statute of limitations.” Nothing seems 
to have to make sense anymore: As 
long as you’re playing on the right (left) 
side, you’re golden. 
Which leaves those of us sitting over 
here in the lurch waiting for things to 
make sense. We need to stop sitting on 
the sidelines silently, and we need to 
do something about what is going on. 
Which brings us back to question  
No. 1 …  

The NYSRPA proudly endorses Donald J. Trump  
for president of the United Sates
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Are your friends members? If not, use the application 
below to sign them up. Make copies if you have lots of friends!

Application for Individual Membership
PO Box 278, East Greenbush, NY 12061

Please check one 	 □ New member

	 □ Renewal (NYSRPA #___________________ )

Name (Please PRINT)_________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City _ _________________________ State________ ZIP_____________

County (NYS residents only)____________________________________

Phone (home) _ ______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Date of birth (required) (MM/DD/YY) ______/_______/________

NRA Member? □ No □ Yes (NRA #___________________________ )

For statistical purposes only, please indicate □ Male    □ Female
Revised 1/1/2011

This application was referred to NYSRPA by: NYSRPA Membership #_ _______________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please select your enrollment type/term 

□ Active Military.......................................... $25.00	 $_ ___________

□ Adult - 1 year (ages 18-64)....................... $30.00	 $_ ___________

□ Senior* - 1 year (ages 65-over).................. $25.00	 $_ ___________

□ Junior - 1 year (under 18).......................... $15.00	 $_ ___________

□ Family - 1 year .......................................... $50.00	 $_ ___________

□ Life (under 65) ....................................... $500.00	 $_ ___________

□  Life (ages 65-over).................................. $300.00	 $_ ___________

□ Additional Voluntary Contribution........................... $_____________

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............................................$_____________
*Disabled American Veterans qualify for the Senior 1-year dues rate

Please indicate your payment method:

□ Check/money order (payable to NYSRPA)

□ Visa     □ MasterCard      CVV# (required)___________

Acct.# __________________________________________Exp.________

Signature___________________________________________________



713 Columbia Turnpike
PO Box 278
East Greenbush, NY  12061 

Articles and graphics appearing in the Bullet may be reprinted, provided 
appropriate credit is given to NYSRPA and Bullet Magazine.

MEMBERSHIP HOTLINE (credit card orders only)
(518) 272-2654

(Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.)

DONATE NOW!

WWW.NYSRPA.ORG

NYSRPA ESTORE 

Order yours at

NYSRPA FLAG

Portion of the
proceeds goes

directly to NYSRPA

Call 1-888-697-3524 with any questions
www.gettysburgflag.com/flags-banners/nysrpa

To join NYSRPA you can contact us by 
calling 518-272-2654 or  

email us at info@nysrpa.org


