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Why I Cannot Support a 
Third-Party Candidate 
for Governor of New York
I understand the frustration that drives 
voters toward third-party candidates. 
Many New Yorkers are fed up with 
one-party rule, broken promises, 
rising crime, unaffordable living 
costs, and a political establishment 
that seems deaf to everyday concerns. 
Wanting something different is not 
only understandable—it’s justified. 
But wanting change and achieving it 
are two very different things. That is 
why, despite my respect for political 
independence, I cannot support a third-
party candidate for governor of New 
York.
New York is not a theoretical political 
experiment. It is a deep-blue state 
with entrenched power structures, 
institutional advantages, and a voting 
system that punishes fragmentation 
on the right and center. In this 
environment, third-party gubernatorial 
runs do not function as vehicles for 
reform—they function as vote splitters. 
History proves this over and over again.
In statewide races, the math matters. 
A third-party candidate has never 
won the governorship in modern New 
York history. Not once. What they 
have done, repeatedly, is siphon votes 
from the major-party candidate closest 
to their ideology—almost always 
benefiting the incumbent Democrat. 
The result is not “sending a message,” 
but ensuring the continuation of the 
very policies voters claim to oppose.
If your top concerns include public 
safety, bail reform, taxation, Second 
Amendment rights, regulatory 

overreach, or economic flight, then 
the uncomfortable truth is this: a 
third-party vote does not move New 
York closer to those goals. It moves it 
further away. It helps elect governors 
who will expand one-party control, 
appoint activist judges, double down 
on failed criminal justice policies, 
and continue governing without 
meaningful opposition.
Some argue that voting third party is 
about “principle.” I respect principled 
stands—but principle without strategy 
is surrender. In a winner-take-all 
system, the outcome is binary. Either 
the Democratic nominee wins, or the 
Republican nominee does. There is no 
third lane to victory. Casting a vote 
that cannot win does not register as a 
protest; it registers as an absence in the 
only contest that matters.
Others argue that third-party 
candidates force the major parties 
to change. In theory, that sounds 
appealing. In practice, it has 
not happened in New York. The 
Democratic machine does not pivot 
right because a conservative-leaning 
third-party candidate pulls 3 or 5 
percent of the vote. It celebrates, 
consolidates power, and governs 
even more aggressively, knowing the 
opposition is divided.
If New Yorkers truly want change, it 
requires discipline, coalition-building, 
and uncomfortable unity. It requires 
supporting a viable challenger who can 
actually win, even if that candidate is 
not perfect. Elections are not about 

finding someone who agrees with us 
100 percent; they are about choosing 
the direction of the state for the next 
four years.
I do not reject third-party voices. 
I believe they have a role—by 
influencing primaries, shaping 
policy debates, holding leaders 
accountable, and pushing ideas into 
the mainstream. But the governor’s 
race is not the place for symbolic 
gestures. The stakes are too high, and 
the consequences too real.
New York cannot afford another 
election decided by ideological purity 
tests while crime rises, families leave, 
and constitutional rights are eroded. 
Until our electoral system changes, 
supporting a third-party candidate 
for governor is not an act of courage 
—it is an act of political self-sabotage.
That is why I cannot support a third-
party candidate for governor of 
New York. 

by Tom King
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NYSRPA Announces its 
Board of Directors for 2026-28
The New York State Rifle and Pistol Association is 
pleased to announce the results of the 2025 board 
of directors election.
We proudly congratulate the following members on 
their election for the 2026-28 term:

Re-elected
•	Paul Agneta
•	Mitch Eckler
•	Maria Mazzara (Mann)
•	Brian Olesen
•	Jennifer Schmitt

Newly elected
•	Scott Buisch 

We look forward to the continued leadership of our 
returning board members, and we welcome Scott 
Buisch as he begins his service to the association.
We also extend our sincere appreciation to Liz Joy, our 
write-in candidates, and Joe DeBergeglais Jr.—a former 
board member—for their willingness to serve and their 
continued commitment to NYSRPA. 
We are grateful to every candidate who participated in 
this year’s election. Your professionalism and dedication 
strengthen our association and support our mission. 
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Attention: Club presidents, board 
members, team captains and 
match directors:
Your club is invited to join the many 
clubs across New York state for the 
2026 NYS Indoor State Championship 
Match, which is going on now, and runs 
through Tuesday, March 31, 2026. 
The event is sponsored by the New
York State Rifle and Pistol 
Association.
This year, we have extended the Indoor 
State Championship Match to include 
an 1800 version. The option’s available 
to shoot are as follows:

•	Option No. 1: 900 (22 cal. only),
•	Option No. 2: 1800 (22 cal. 900 

+ CF 900).
Shooters may choose to participate in 
one or both matches. I have included a 
Frequently Asked Questions document 
to answer all your questions about 
hosting the event, the format and the 
rules. Please read the document, and 
if you have any additional questions, 
contact me directly.
I would like to highlight the following:

1. Each club can determine its 
own match fee to cover operating 
expenses, if any, to run the match. 
However, a minimum fee of $5 
fee per shooter, per match, which 
is payable to NYSRPA will 
be required.

2026 NYS Indoor 900/1800 
State Championship Match

2. Upon completion of your club’s 
matches, you will need to return 
a spreadsheet in the NYSRPA 
format with all the shooters’ 
information and scores. This 
is imperative for a smooth 
consolidation of results. The 
spreadsheet will be sent to you 
prior to Wednesday, April 1, 
2026, and it is due back no later 
than Friday, April 10, 2026.

3. All proceeds will benefit 
NYSRPA Pistol Division.

4. For this event, all awards will 
be certificates.

5. Juniors are encouraged to 
participate. For anyone under 
the age of 21 who will be 
participating, please adhere to 
the New York State Rules & 
Regulations (e.g., a parent or 
guardian must be present while 
the junior is shooting).

If your club is interested in 
participating in the event, please have 
only one member from each club 
email me at pagneta@nysrpa.org. In 
your email, include the following 
information: the club’s full name and 
address, the point of contact’s name, 
phone number and email address.
Thank you,
Paul Agneta
NYSRPA Pistol Director
175 Plank Road
Troy, NY 12182
Cell: (518) 703-9922
Email: pagneta@nysrpa.org
Remember: Think X’s

Once again NYSRPA is hosting an 
Indoor State Championship Match. 
This year, we are not only having the 
900 matches, but we have included 
the 1800 as well. Please see the 
attached information.
We had 12 clubs participate last 
year with over 100 shooters who 
participated. We are looking to have 
more clubs across the state participate 
in this event. It’s a great opportunity 
to shoot at your club with your 
shooting friends or maybe travel to a 
local club that may host the match.
NRA National Matches at Cardinal 
Center & CMP National Matches 
at Camp Perry. Last year we had 22 
New York state residents participate 
on the NYSRPA teams at the CMP 
Nationals held at Camp Perry in Ohio. 
We are always looking to build our 
NYSRPA team, and welcome those of 
you who may be interested in joining 
us. If you’re interested in joining us 
this year at the national’s please fill out 
the application—found in this issue of 
the Bullet—and return it to me.

2026 NYS Indoor State 
Championship Match.

by Paul Agenta
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Q: Are there any club requirements?
A: Yes. The match must be shot at 
a club located in New York state. 
And, New York State Rifle and Pistol 
Association club affiliation is required.
Q: What are the dates of the event?
A: The match must be conducted 
between Jan. 1, 2026, and March 31, 
2026. Scores must be returned to the 
NYSRPA Pistol Chairman no later 
than April 10, 2026. 
Q: What are the different formats a 
club can offer?
A: Clubs may choose to participate 
with a 900 (.22 only), an 1800 (.22 900 
+ Centerfire 900), or both. 
Q: What are the range requirements?
A: The range must be indoor, and it 
must be 50 feet in length with turning 
targets.
Q: What targets are used for this 
match?
A: New official NRA targets, Slow 
Fire B-2 and Timed/Rapid Fire B-3. 
Q: What is the course of fire?
A: The course of fire for each 900 shall 
be a total of 3 Slow Fire, 3 Timed Fire 
and 3 Rapid Fire targets. It shall be 
at the discretion of the venue if that 
consists of a traditional 900 sequence 
(SS, TT, RR, NMC) or 3 National 
Match Courses of fire. Please note: 
Center fire slow fire must be five shots 
per target.
Q: How long does a shooter have to 
complete the event?
A: The match must be fired between 
Jan. 1, 2026, and March 31, 2026. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
2026-NYS Indoor 900/1800 
State Championship Match

There is no limit on the number of 
days for the event. A shooter may 
fire three separate NMCs on three 
different dates to constitute a 900. For 
example, if a shooter has a weekly 300 
League, those targets and scores may 
be used for three consecutive weeks. 
Alternatively, a shooter may schedule 
a dedicated 900, or 1800 event. It is 
entirely up to the match director.
Q: Can a shooter use the league rules 
for this event?
A: No. Guidelines provided in the 
bulletin and FAQ are to be followed. 
While this is not a registered event, 
we will follow NRA/CMP firing 
procedures for a precision pistol/
bullseye event. 
Q: What is the minimum number of 
shooters at one time?
A: Shooters cannot shoot alone. There 
must be a minimum of two people in 
attendance when fired, the shooter and 
an RSO, who also can be the person 
calling the line. 
Q: How many events can shooters 
compete in?
A: Shooters may compete in as many 
events as they choose. Shooters must 
declare their score will count in 
advance of firing to the match director. 
If multiple entries are received, only 
the only the first event shall be entered. 
Q: Can shooters shoot multiple 
entries if using different sights?
A: Yes. Shooters can enter both 
matches if they choose, but only one 
entry each for 900 22 Only and 1800 
2-Gun. 
Q: Is there a team event?
A: Yes, this will be a paper match. 
Four-person teams will be accepted 
and computed off the NMC score. 
If the format submitted consists of 3 

NMC scores, the third NMC score 
will be used for team score. The same 
will apply to the 1800 format, it will 
be an aggregate taken from both 900 
following the same procedure. Teams 
will not be classified. They will be 
judged exclusively by the combined 
team score. 
Q: What are the scoring and target 
retention policies?
A: All targets must be scored, 
verified and signed by the RSO, team 
captain or match director. They must 
be retained by the match director 
after scoring or verification in case 
NYSRPA verification is needed. 
They are to be retained by the match 
director until the final results for the 
state-wide event have been approved 
by the NYSRPA pistol chairman.
Q: Who may shoot in the event?
A: Anyone who can safely and 
legally compete. Junior shooters are 
encouraged to participate. For anyone 
under 21 who will be participating, 
please adhere to New York State 
Rules & Regulations (e.g., a parent or 
guardian must be present while the 
junior is shooting). 
Q: Who is eligible for state awards?
A: NYSRPA membership or the 
shooter’s home state association 
(for out-of-state shooters), is required 
to win class and special awards. 
To win the New York State Champion 
Award, the shooter must be a New 
York state resident and a NYSRPA 
member.
Q: What are the match fees?
A: Local match fees are at the 
discretion of the match director and 
club. NYSRPA will require each 
shooter to send a $5 fee per match (i.e., 
900 or 1800), and a $5 fee per team 
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We guide you to retire comfortably
and remain comfortably retired.

We Manage Money for Gun Owners. 

www.wilkinsonwealthmgmt.com

7411 E. Tanque Verde Road • Tucson, AZ 85715

Office:  (520) 777-1911
Toll Free:  (833) 224-2410

LIFE MEMBER BENEFACTOR MEMBER
& Board of Directors

EB WILKINSON

with the scoring report. Checks are to 
be made payable to NYSRPA.
Q: How are shooters classified 
for the event?
A: We have included a flowchart 
for you to follow when classifying 
shooters. In short NRA/CMP 
classifications come first, Temporary 
NRA/CMP classifications come 
second, and League averages third. All 
unclassified shooters will be placed in 
the Master Class. Match directors are 
responsible for verifying classifications.
Q: What awards will be given?
A: All awards for this event will be 
in the form of a certificate: Overall 
Winner, New York State Champion, 
High Master, High Expert, High 
Sharpshooter and High Marksman.

Q: What Team awards will be given?
A: All awards for this event will be in 
the form of a certificate. Awards will 
be given for High Team, as long as at 
least two teams competed in the match 
format. Team eligible formats are: 900 
22 only and 1800 2 Gun.
Q: What special categories awards 
will be given?
A: All awards for this event will be in 
the form of a certificate. High Grand 
Senior, High Senior, High Junior, 
High Woman, High 2 handed junior. 
Q: How does a shooter record 
the scores?
A: Utilize the spreadsheet provided by 
NYSRPA. If not possible, then send 
all scorecards to Paul Agneta, 175 
Plank Road, Troy, NY 12182.

Q: When a match is complete, where 
should the results spreadsheet and 
the payment be mailed?
A: To the attention of: NYSRPA 
Pistol Director Paul Agneta, 175 Plank 
Road, Troy, NY 12182.
Q: Who do I contact if I still have 
unanswered questions?
A: Please contact: NYSRPA Pistol 
Director Paul Agneta, via email 
pagneta@nysrpa.org, or cell phone at 
(518) 703-9922. 
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NYS Pistol Team Application for 2026  
CMP National Matches at Camp Perry  

NRA National Matches at Cardinal Center 
IMPORTANT: What venue do you plan to attend?   Camp Perry       Cardinal Center       Both 
 
*Please type or print information legibly.     *Please answer all questions below.          
 
Name: 
Address:                                                   City:                                       State: NY    ZIP: 
Phone Number: (Day)                              (Eve)                           (Cell) 
Date of Birth:    Month:                           Day:                  Year: 
Email Address (Home):                                                           
 
NYSRPA#                                       NRA#                         CMP Competitor#        
NRA Classification:     Mk     SS     EX     MA     HM     (circle one) 
CMP Classification:     Mk     SS     EX     MA     HM     (circle one) 
Civilian---Senior---GrandSenior----Woman---Service----Military---Police (circle all that apply) 
RECENT “2700” SCORES FIRED  (OUTDOOR) 
DATE FIRED                       SCORE                       MATCH LOCATION 
DATE FIRED                       SCORE                       MATCH LOCATION 
DATE FIRED                       SCORE                       MATCH LOCATION 
Distinguished Pistol shot?     Yes  /   No   (circle one) 
Do you wish to be considered for the “Hardball” team?   Yes  /   No    (circle one) 
Have you ever fired on a Hardball team at Camp Perry?  Yes /  Once   or   Twice    /   No    
Enter recent Hard Ball scores below if you are applying for the HB team 
DATE FIRED                       SCORE                       MATCH LOCATION 
DATE FIRED                       SCORE                       MATCH LOCATION 
 
Would you volunteer to be a team captain?      Yes   /    No      (circle one) 
Expected arrival date Camp Perry:                                    Departure Date: 
Are you attending SAFS?        Yes  /    No        (circle one) 
 
Shirt size (circle one)       S      M      L      XL    XXL       XXXL 
 
Deadline: PLEASE Submit Your Applications ASAP–Thank You 
 Mail completed applications to:       Paul Agneta 
  Phone: (518) 703-9922                       175 Plank Road 
  Email: pagneta@NYSRPA.org          Troy, NY 12182 
For additional information, call: Bob Henschel (716) 465-8127 or Jim Hitt (607) 538-9503 
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This year will mark the 36th year that 
the U.S. Service Rifle Small Arms 
Firing School is being provided 
by members of the NYSRPA to 
members of our shooting community.
The Peconic River Sportsman’s Club 
is proud to continue this fine tradition 
as the host of this program. This is 
a two-day course that is designed to 
provide you with the basic knowledge 
required to compete in a High-Power 
Rifle Match safely. This program will 
instruct you on firing from position—
both slow, and rapid fire with only 
sling support. We provide detailed 
blocks of instruction on safety, 
sight alignment and adjustment, 
trigger control, match operations, 
and of course, the fundamentals of 
Service Rifle marksmanship. This 
program is approved by the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program, and it 
fulfils one of the requirements for 
purchasing firearms from the CMP.
The instruction you receive will 
be exclusively on the AR-15 A2 
Service Rifle with iron sights. Scopes 
are permitted in actual NRA and 
CMP competition. However, we 
concentrate on the fundamentals 
by using iron sights for the course. 
The club has National Match AR-15 
A2 rifles for loan at no additional 
charge. This year, we will add a block 
of instruction about competing with 
bolt-action rifles. It is our hope to get 
more people involved.
Our lead instructors are current 
or past members of the NYSRPA 
Service Rifle Team. Many are 
nationally ranked competitors, as 

2026 SAFS: Almost Four 
Decades of Tradition

well as Distinguished Riflemen. 
Our instructional team also is 
supplemented with volunteer 
competitors who hail from throughout 
New York state. You will receive one-
on-one marksmanship instruction. The 
two-day course consists of about a half 
day of classroom instruction followed 
by dry fire exercises from position, on 
the range. A short qualification course 
also will be fired at 50 yards using 
the AR-15 platform with a .22 rim 
fire upper. Additionally, you will fire 
a modified CMP course at 200 yards 
using the AR-15 Service Rifle.

Since its inception, we have put 
approximately 2,150 people through 
this course. Many of the participants 
have gone on to compete and win at 
the national level. The attendance 
for this course is limited to the first 
66 qualified entrants. It will sell out 
quickly. The dates for 2026 are May 
30-31, 2026.
Please refer to this issue of the Bullet 
for the registration form, or email Ed 
Walden at Edwaldo189@gmail.com, 
and he will send you a form.
We hope we will see you there! 

by Ed Walden, Director PRSC
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          PROGRAM and REGISTRATION FORM 
 

U.S. SERVICE RIFLE SMALL ARMS FIRING SCHOOL 
 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, May 30 and 31, 2026, at the  
PECONIC RIVER SPORTSMAN'S CLUB 

MANORVILLE, N.Y.  
 

Approved by the 
CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM 

 
    Sponsored by NYS Rifle and Pistol Association 

Hosted by Peconic River Sportsman’s Club Inc. 
 

 
 
 
SAFS TIMES: Seminar Phase Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  

                  Range Firing Sunday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Students should arrive not later than 7:30 a.m., each day. 

 
SAFS OBJECTIVE 
The SAFS is a program designed as an introduction to the sport of High-Power Rifle 
Competition for new participants. It is also for persons interested in improving their 
shooting skills who are currently involved in High Power Rifle competitions. As a 
result of this training, the shooter should be able to enter and safely participate in High 
Power Rifle Competitions. THIS COURSE IS NOT FOR FIRST-TIME 
SHOOTERS. YOU MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH SHOOTING 
FIREARMS. 
 
SAFS DESCRIPTION 
The SAFS is conducted by a team of highly qualified retired U.S. Armed Forces, 
Civilian NRA nationally ranked competitors, CMP Distinguished Riflemen, and High-
Power Rifle Instructor/Shooters, augmented by volunteer rifle competitors from local 
clubs. The training emphasizes Range & Firearms Safety, Service Rifle Marksmanship 
Fundamentals and Techniques, Match Operations and Procedures, Zeroing and 
Operation of the U.S. Service Rifle AR-15 A-2. The training includes classroom 
instruction and closely supervised Dry Fire and Live Fire instruction. Training is 
conducted with individual trainer/coaches.   
 
NOTE THAT ONLY THE AR-15 A-2 WILL BE USED FOR THESE CLASSES!   

 
 
 

       

 
U.S. SERVICE RIFLE, SMALL ARMS FIRING SCHOOL 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
LAST NAME, FIRST, MI 
 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
STREET ADDRESS 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
CITY/TOWN, STATE, ZIP CODE 
 
PHONE ...............................EMAIL ...................................................................................................... 
 
LIST YOUR PRIOR SHOOTING EXPERIENCE……………………………………………………. 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
ARE YOU PROHIBITED FROM OWNING OR USING A FIREARM?.................................................. 
 
 
WHAT IS YOUR REASON FOR TAKING THE COURSE?.................................................................... 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
14 -16 years of age adult guardian required: Name: ………………………………………………… 
                          Phone: ……………………………………………….. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE DENIED. PROVIDING FALSE INFORMATION WILL 
RESULT IN FORFETURE OF FEES PAID. ALL INFORMATION IS FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY. 
 
NOTE that ONLY AR-15 A-2 rifles will be allowed at these events. Muzzle brakes are not permitted in 
CMP or NRA competition. Flash hider is permitted. 
Please check the appropriate box below regarding the need of a loaner rifle: 
 
I will bring my own AR-15 A-2:      
 
I need the loan of an AR-15 A-2:   
 
***Fees must accompany applications  
Peconic River Sportsman’s Club SAFS, May 30-31, 2026 
 
Mail entries to: PRSC c/o Ed Walden, 51 Glenwood Dr., Hauppauge, NY 11788 
 
Make checks or money orders payable to the Peconic River Sportsman’s 
Club 
Payment enclosed in the amount of    $75             
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          PROGRAM and REGISTRATION FORM 
 

U.S. SERVICE RIFLE SMALL ARMS FIRING SCHOOL 
 

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, May 30 and 31, 2026, at the  
PECONIC RIVER SPORTSMAN'S CLUB 

MANORVILLE, N.Y.  
 

Approved by the 
CIVILIAN MARKSMANSHIP PROGRAM 

 
    Sponsored by NYS Rifle and Pistol Association 

Hosted by Peconic River Sportsman’s Club Inc. 
 

 
 
 
SAFS TIMES: Seminar Phase Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  

                  Range Firing Sunday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.  
Students should arrive not later than 7:30 a.m., each day. 

 
SAFS OBJECTIVE 
The SAFS is a program designed as an introduction to the sport of High-Power Rifle 
Competition for new participants. It is also for persons interested in improving their 
shooting skills who are currently involved in High Power Rifle competitions. As a 
result of this training, the shooter should be able to enter and safely participate in High 
Power Rifle Competitions. THIS COURSE IS NOT FOR FIRST-TIME 
SHOOTERS. YOU MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH SHOOTING 
FIREARMS. 
 
SAFS DESCRIPTION 
The SAFS is conducted by a team of highly qualified retired U.S. Armed Forces, 
Civilian NRA nationally ranked competitors, CMP Distinguished Riflemen, and High-
Power Rifle Instructor/Shooters, augmented by volunteer rifle competitors from local 
clubs. The training emphasizes Range & Firearms Safety, Service Rifle Marksmanship 
Fundamentals and Techniques, Match Operations and Procedures, Zeroing and 
Operation of the U.S. Service Rifle AR-15 A-2. The training includes classroom 
instruction and closely supervised Dry Fire and Live Fire instruction. Training is 
conducted with individual trainer/coaches.   
 
NOTE THAT ONLY THE AR-15 A-2 WILL BE USED FOR THESE CLASSES!   

 
 
 

       

 
U.S. SERVICE RIFLE, SMALL ARMS FIRING SCHOOL 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
LAST NAME, FIRST, MI 
 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
STREET ADDRESS 
 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
CITY/TOWN, STATE, ZIP CODE 
 
PHONE ...............................EMAIL ...................................................................................................... 
 
LIST YOUR PRIOR SHOOTING EXPERIENCE……………………………………………………. 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
ARE YOU PROHIBITED FROM OWNING OR USING A FIREARM?.................................................. 
 
 
WHAT IS YOUR REASON FOR TAKING THE COURSE?.................................................................... 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
14 -16 years of age adult guardian required: Name: ………………………………………………… 
                          Phone: ……………………………………………….. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE DENIED. PROVIDING FALSE INFORMATION WILL 
RESULT IN FORFETURE OF FEES PAID. ALL INFORMATION IS FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY. 
 
NOTE that ONLY AR-15 A-2 rifles will be allowed at these events. Muzzle brakes are not permitted in 
CMP or NRA competition. Flash hider is permitted. 
Please check the appropriate box below regarding the need of a loaner rifle: 
 
I will bring my own AR-15 A-2:      
 
I need the loan of an AR-15 A-2:   
 
***Fees must accompany applications  
Peconic River Sportsman’s Club SAFS, May 30-31, 2026 
 
Mail entries to: PRSC c/o Ed Walden, 51 Glenwood Dr., Hauppauge, NY 11788 
 
Make checks or money orders payable to the Peconic River Sportsman’s 
Club 
Payment enclosed in the amount of    $75             
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NOTE: ONLY PARTICIPANTS AND GUARDIANS WILL BE PERMITTED ON CLUB 
GROUNDS 
NO GUESTS OR OBSERVERS. THE USE OF CAMERAS AND CELL PHONES ON 
THE FIRING LINE IS PROHIBITED. 
 
 
ELIGIBILITY: 14 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.     I.D. WILL BE REQUIRED  
This event is open to the public. We strongly encourage you to join the NYSRPA if you are 
not currently a member. The $35 membership fee can be paid at the door. NYSRPA is fighting 
for your gun rights in New York state. Support the association. 
High-Power Rifle competition is a sport requiring stamina and physical flexibility. 
All participants should be in good health and in good physical condition and be able to 
assume the prone and sitting firing positions for sustained periods of time.  
All applicants must already have experience and familiarity with firearms. This course is NOT 
for persons who are not familiar with rifle shooting. THIS COURSE IS FOR THOSE 
WHO WISH TO EXPERIENCE THE SPORT OF HIGH-POWER COMPETITION. 
 
REGISTRATION FEES 
$75 
 
ENTRIES ARE LIMITED TO 66 STUDENTS ONLY 
You must qualify at 50 yards on Saturday to be eligible to fire at 200 yards for your CMP 
qualification on Sunday.  
 
Students between the age of 14 and 16 must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian on 
both days. The parent or guardian does not need to enroll and take the course. 
 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURE 
• Mail-in registration is required for all students (see registration form enclosed). 
• Complete form and mail with check or money order. 
• Registration must be accompanied by full fees and entry form. 
• Registration must be received by May 19, 2026. Register early as course will sell out. 
• Cancellations received prior to the above deadline will receive a full refund. 
• Registrations will be confirmed via email if received by the above deadline. If you do not have 
an email address, enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for confirmation. 
 
 

THERE WILL BE NO REFUNDS FOR NO SHOWS. 
 
CONDITIONS 
• Participants are required to comply with all safety rules and instructions. 
• Students are required to attend and participate in the complete seminar training and dry fire on 
Saturday to shoot on Sunday. Students also will be required to fire a qualification score with a  
22 LR Service Rifle on Saturday. We will provide ammo for this. 
• All students are required to act as scorers and target operators. 
 
APPLICANTS ARE RESPOSIBLE FOR ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED. READ 
CARFULLY AND ASK QUESTIONS IF YOU DO NOT FULLY UNDERSTAND 
 
 
. 

              
 
 
 
 

 RIFLES USED FOR THE SAFS AND FOR LOAN 
 
 
• This training is limited to the U.S. Service Rifle, AR-15 in the A-2 configuration or commercial equivalents 
with as issued iron sights. National Match AR-15s will be available for loan at no charge. 
• Students borrowing rifles are required to provide factory ammunition only. Reloaded ammunition is 
prohibited in borrowed rifles. No other ammunition will be fired from borrowed rifles. You may purchase 
caliber .223 ammunition, which will be sold at $50 for 50 rounds. These prices are subject to change. 
Students are encouraged to bring their own service rifles both days. 
• Personal firearms must not be brought into the classroom.  
• Rifles with “muzzle brakes” or compensators are prohibited in NRA & CMP competition and are not to be 
used for this course. 
 
AMMUNITION 
• Live ammunition must not be brought to the Saturday seminar. Armor piercing, incendiary and 
tracer ammunition is not allowed. Fifty (50) rounds of ammunition are required per shooter for the 
qualification live fire match. 
 
CERTIFICATES OF TRAINING 
• A “certificate of training” will be issued to each student that completes both phases of training. The 
“Certificate of Training,” issued by the CMP authorized SAFS, fulfills one of the requirements for 
Purchase of a U.S. Army surplus service grade M-1 from the CMP. 
 
STUDENTS MUST BRING THE FOLLOWNG EQUIPMENT BOTH DAYS 
Hearing protection is mandatory. Eye protection is highly recommended. Students are required to bring a 
glove for their support hand (opposite hand of their shooting shoulder). An insulated work glove is adequate. 
If they already own them, students are encouraged to bring their own shooting equipment and clothing to 
include rifleman jackets, spotting scopes or field glasses and shooting mats. Bring your equipment on 
Saturday as we will conduct in-position dry fire exercises. Students should wear appropriate outdoor clothing 
both days to include clothing, sweaters, sweatshirts, denim or heavy cloth trousers, boots, baseball type hats 
and rain gear. Windbreakers or nylon jackets should not be worn as the rifle will shift and move on these 
slippery surfaces. STUDENTS WHO ARRIVE WITHOUT MANDATORY EQUIPMENT (GLOVE AND 
HEARING PROTECTION) WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE. STUDENTS MAY NOT 
SHARE MANDATORY EQUIPMENT. 
 
• NO FOOD SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE. Each day, students must bring their own breakfast, 
lunch, snacks, beverages, etc. 
 
LODGING 
PECONIC. There are hotels and motels in the Riverhead area, which is about 10 minutes from the club.  
 
DIRECTIONS 
PECONIC–LIE (Route 495) to Exit 69. North (left) on Wading River Road about 4 miles to 
Grumman Blvd. (chain link fence). See sign for Calverton Enterprise Park. Go east (right) on Grumman 
Blvd. 2 & 3/4 miles to PRSC entrance (on right). 389 River Road, Calverton N.Y. Enter gate and follow 
signs and guides. The speed limit is 5 MPH on club property. Drive slowly. 
Follow these directions. Do not use GPS for this location. 
 
POINT OF CONTACT 
Ed Walden 
EdWaldo189@gmail.com 
(516) 924-2524 
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• Live ammunition must not be brought to the Saturday seminar. Armor piercing, incendiary and 
tracer ammunition is not allowed. Fifty (50) rounds of ammunition are required per shooter for the 
qualification live fire match. 
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• A “certificate of training” will be issued to each student that completes both phases of training. The 
“Certificate of Training,” issued by the CMP authorized SAFS, fulfills one of the requirements for 
Purchase of a U.S. Army surplus service grade M-1 from the CMP. 
 
STUDENTS MUST BRING THE FOLLOWNG EQUIPMENT BOTH DAYS 
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SHARE MANDATORY EQUIPMENT. 
 
• NO FOOD SERVICE WILL BE AVAILABLE. Each day, students must bring their own breakfast, 
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Ira Pesserilo, a cherished friend, 
valued member and contributing 
author of the Bullet magazine, 
passed away recently. A proud 
Syracuse native, Ira was a 
passionate voice in defense 
of liberty and the Second 
Amendment. We were fortunate 
to catch up with him at the most 
recent Syracuse Gun Show—a 
memory we will treasure.
In honor of his remarkable life 
and work, we are republishing 
his most recent article, which 
resonated nationally and 
showcased his deep knowledge 
and unwavering commitment to 
the rights of law-abiding citizens. 
Ira, your insight, friendship and 
spirit will be profoundly missed.

Remembering Ira Pesserilo

On April 19, 1775, the shot heard 
round the world was fired. On that 
day, British troops faced off against 
the Massachusetts Militia on Concord 
bridge, and the War for Independence 
began…And on that day, the seeds 
of the Second Amendment were first 
planted.
Seldom if ever, is the root cause of 
the shot heard round the world taught 
in our schools. The fateful encounter 
began when the Massachusetts 
militia began stockpiling weapons, 
black power, and musket balls, in 

Make April 19 Officially Second Amendment Day
By Ira M. Pesserilo

anticipation of  an armed conflict 
against the British. When we say 
“militia” we don’t refer to a formal 
grouping, or an organization which 
implies membership. The “militia” 
consists of  every adult over the age of 
18 who could be called upon to assist 
in the common defense. Membership 
in the militia is both a right and 
responsibility of citizenship, much like 
voting. Neither “voters” nor “militia” 
describe a distinct organization, but 
refer to a facet of citizenship. While 
in Colonial times membership in 
the militia was limited to freeborn 

males between the ages of 16 and 60, 
the essential character of the militia 
remains unchanged.
The militia, freeborn citizens all, 
would not submit to disarmament 
by their imperial overlords. When 
they learned that the British were 
actively seeking to disarm the militia, 
the people resisted. Intelligence was 
gathered and a signal was devised that 
would alert the people when the enemy 
had arrived. After the signal was 
given, three riders rode off to notify 
the militia to assemble at their rally 
points. The three riders were William 
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Dawes, Samuel Prescott…and Paul 
Revere. When the message was 
received, the militia assembled, and 
met the British at Concord bridge. As 
a result, the War for Independence had 
begun, over the issue of the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, and to 
assist in their mutual defense.
The art of warfare made major 
advances during the War for 
Independence when an itinerate 
German Freiherr, Baron Von Steuben, 
came to General Washington’s 
assistance, bringing with him some 
new, incredibly advanced ideas 
on military training. Indeed, Von 
Steuben’s “manual of arms”, utilized 
for the first time during the War for 
Independence, is still part and parcel 
of military training to this day. As 
a result of Von Steuben’s advanced 
thinking, Washington’s patriots, well-
intentioned but at first totally inept at 
warfare, were transformed into soldiers 
that could beat down their professional 
British counterparts. And as the 
Continental Army advanced in skill, 
more and more they took the lead in 
the War for Independence, relegating 
the militia to home guard duty.
After the War for Independence 
concluded,  the republic was formed,  
and the Constitution was enacted. The 
framers of the Constitution recognized 
the importance of the militia to the 
defense of the nation, and granted 
Congress the power to call upon 
the militia, and to provide for its 
‘organizing, arming, and disciplining.’ 
[Article I Section 8 Clauses 15 and 16]
The newly-enacted Constitution 
caused widespread apprehension 
among the populace that the 
government would not respect the 
newly-won freedoms of the people.  
Among those concerns was a fear 
that the US Congress would attempt 

to do what the Massachusetts militia 
fought to prevent, namely disarm 
the militia. Specifically, it was feared 
that Congress would create a special 
militia, with special access to training 
and weapons under Clause 16, thus 
in effect disarming the main body of 
the militia. The government, in turn, 
addressed this concern by enacting 
the Second Amendment, formally 
recognizing the people’s right to keep 
and bear arms.
Within a decade of the enactment 
of the Second Amendment, a 
proposed interpretation of the Second 
Amendment was advanced, mostly 
by slave holders, that the Second 
Amendment was only applicable while 
in service to the National Guard. 
That interpretation is as absurd as 
arguing that voting rights laws are 
only operative once you are physically 
inside the polling place. Moreover, the 
National Guard is not the militia, nor 
is it analogous to the militia. Indeed, 
the National Guard was originally 
authorized by Congress pursuant 
to Article I, Section 8, Clause 11, 
which gives Congress the authority 
to regulate the army, and not under 
Clauses 15 and 16 which govern 
Congress’ authority over the militia. 
Thus the National Guard is not now 
and never was the militia, but rather is 
a branch of the US Armed Forces!
In explaining this crabbed rationale 
given to the Second Amendment, a 
page of politics outweighs a volume 
of logic. Simply put, this interpretation 
was devised by the enemies of 
freedom, who seek to strip the people 
of their rights. Indeed, it is written 
through the pages of history that 
the first act of any tyrant is to disarm 
the people.
What is truly telling is what took place 
in the aftermath of the shot heard 

round the world. As Stephen Halbrook 
recounted in the July 2025 edition 
of America’s First Freedom, General 
Thomas Gage, commandant of British 
forces in Boston, promised security 
and passes out of the beleaguered city 
of Boston, in return for the residents 
turning in their arms to British 
authority. He also promised to return 
the weapons once the emergency 
had passed.
Yet, both these promises turned out 
to be lies. Once Gage collected the 
arms of Boston’s people, he denied 
them the promised passes, and 
unleashed the British army onto the 
people of Boston in the same manner 
as Germany would utilize its Storm 
Troopers nearly a century and a half 
later. When Gage abandoned Boston, 
it was revealed that all the arms turned 
in, with the promise of  ultimate 
return, were destroyed.
Indeed, through history, the first 
act of every tyrant is to disarm the 
law abiding populace. As Charles 
C.W. Cooke wrote, also in the July 
2025 edition of America’s First 
Freedom, our so-called “gun control” 
organizations are not grass-roots 
centered, but are well-funded by very 
wealthy left wing financiers. Thus, 
tyranny reveals itself in the attitude 
regarding the most fundamental right 
of the people, the right of self-defense.
Any leader who advocates disarming 
the law abiding citizenry, simply put, 
does not respect the freedoms of the 
people, and is unworthy of the people’s 
trust. As a case in point, Richard 
Nixon, in his final book Beyond 
Peace, revealed  himself to be an 
opponent of the freedoms guaranteed 
by the Second Amendment, and the 
principles of the Second Amendment1.
We live in a world undreamed of 250 
years ago, when the shot heard round 
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1Richard Nixon Beyond Peace, Random House, 
1994 page 233

the world was fired. Yet, we still face 
the same magnitude of danger as 
did our forebears. Dangerous crime 
threatens the tranquility of our 
law abiding population. Terrorists 
unleashed upon our people by the 
previous administration, have led to 
more than one young, promising life 
being brutally ended. And, our law 
abiding Jewish population, of which 
I am a member, now lives in fear. No 
longer do the members of the Jewish 
community feel safe to publicly display 
the symbols of my faith. Wearing 
a yarmulke, or a star of David in 
public, or placing a mezuzah on the 
front doors are now shunned, for fear 
of attack by antisemitic mobs led by 
terrorists protected and nurtured by 
our once prestigious seats of learning.

No civilized people should tolerate this 
situation. The problem is, the thin blue 
line of law enforcement is stretched too 
thin by far. While the members of our 
police forces are indeed trustworthy 
and courageous, there are simply put, 
too few of them. We can’t expect 
the police to be there whenever the 
need arises. We the people must take 
responsibility for our own safety and 
for the safety of our families, and our 
neighbors unable to protect themselves.
To honor our nations’ history, and 
to show respect to the rights of the 
citizens, I now call upon Congress 
to formally declare that April 19, 
the same date that our nation’s first 
patriots risked their lives to prevent 
being disarmed by a tyrannical 
government, be designated Second 

Amendment Day. Henceforth April 
19 shall be set aside to pay homage 
to the 27 words enshrined in the 
Constitution, that guarantee this most 
essential freedom, the right to defend 
ourselves, that our forebears fought 
and died for…
A well regulated militia being 
necessary to the security of a free state, 
the right of the people to keep and 
bear arms shall not be infringed. 
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The “Ah-Ha” Effect by Cav. George L. Greco

Under the leadership of Tom King 
and the NYSRPA, the Bruen case 
was filed. Beginning in 2017, it sat 
dormant in the Second Circuit for 
nearly five years, until the United 
States Supreme Court finally issued its 
decision. That ruling made clear that 
the Second Amendment protects the 
right to possess and carry a firearm 
outside the home, including concealed 
carry in public.
I want to focus on two real-world 
situations where what I call the “Ah-
Ha” effect becomes painfully clear.

The First “Ah-Ha” Moment
A young man—about 22 years old, a 
college student—lawfully receives his 
New York City concealed carry license.
Following the Bruen decision, New 
York State officials, along with the 
Governor’s office and the State 
Police, responded by carving out 
expansive “sensitive locations.” These 
include hospitals, licensed liquor 
establishments, schools, churches, 
public buildings, parks, and more. 
The practical result is that a licensed 
individual may legally carry a 
firearm only while walking down the 
sidewalk—say, while walking a dog 
around the block—but nowhere else.
Now back to the young man.
While walking in New York City, 
he cuts through Central Park while 
lawfully possessing his firearm. As he 
exits the park, he is confronted by a 
career criminal who threatens his life. 
The assailant pulls a knife. The young 
man defends himself and neutralizes 
the threat.
Afterward, he does exactly what a law-
abiding citizen should do: he calls 911, 
reports the incident, and provides 
his location.

The NYPD arrives. They seize his 
firearm, take his cellphone, and 
arrest him.
Why? Because the data on his cellphone 
showed that, moments earlier, he had 
been in a “sensitive location”—Central 
Park—while in possession of his firearm. 
That alone constituted a felony under 
New York’s post-Bruen framework.
This is the first “Ah-Ha” moment.
Instead of receiving recognition for 
defending his life, this young man was 
dragged through the criminal justice 
system. It is my understanding that the 
District Attorney is now walking back 
the initial position, but the damage was 
already done.
The young man’s only mistake 
was walking through a park. His 
cellphone—the very device that helped 
him call for help—became the tool that 
nearly secured his conviction.
That is the “Ah-Ha” effect.

The Second “Ah-Ha” Moment
The second example arises during the 
mandatory 16-hour firearms training 
course. One of the key instructions 
is that New York State law allows 
a license holder, when entering a 
sensitive location such as a hospital or 
courthouse, to secure their firearm in 
a lockbox permanently affixed inside 
their vehicle.
So, the license holder complies with 
the law and does exactly that.
When they return, they discover their 
vehicle has been stolen.
They call 911. The NYPD responds, 
and the individual provides a 
statement—including the fact that a 
firearm was secured in the vehicle in 
full compliance with New York State 
law. This information is documented on 

an official 61 report and classified as a 
“lost and stolen” firearm.
As a New York City resident, 
the individual is then required to 
personally notify the NYPD Licensing 
Division’s Incident Unit.
Here is the second “Ah-Ha” moment.
Although this person is clearly a 
victim of a crime, they are contacted 
by investigators and instructed to 
surrender all firearms to their local 
precinct. Their license is placed on 
“temporary suspension.”
The individual is victimized twice: first 
by the criminal who stole the vehicle, 
and then by the system itself.
This process is driven not by statute, 
but by internal NYPD guidelines under 
what is known as “Title 38.” Title 38 
is an insult to every legal, tax-paying 
firearm owner in New York City. 
While not physically abusive, its impact 
is punitive and deeply damaging—
creating a painful and unmistakable 
“Ah-Ha” moment for those caught in 
its grasp.

Final Thoughts
In my opinion, these fragmented 
licensing systems—NYPD, Nassau, 
Suffolk, Westchester, and others—
should be abolished. Firearm licensing 
should operate under a single, uniform 
New York State standard, no different 
from a driver’s license or a liquor license.
Until that happens, law-abiding citizens 
will continue to learn the hard way who 
the system is truly designed to protect. 



	 The official journal of the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association	 19

The killing of Alex Pretti was a 
tragedy. Any loss of life—especially 
involving law enforcement—demands 
accountability, transparency and 
serious reflection. However, tragedies 
should lead us to honest analysis, not 
emotional overreach. Using the Pretti 
case to attack concealed-carry laws or 
the U.S. Supreme Court’s NYSRPA v. 
Bruen decision misunderstands both 
what happened, and what the U.S. 
Constitution protects.
The Bruen ruling did not eliminate 
gun laws or unleash chaos. It simply 
affirmed a basic principle: law-abiding 
Americans have a constitutional right 
to carry a firearm in public for self-
defense, and governments cannot 
deny that right based on arbitrary or 
subjective standards. 
Before Bruen, states like New York 
required citizens to prove a special 
or extraordinary need to defend 
themselves—a burden placed on no 
other constitutional right. The court 
correctly rejected that approach.
Importantly, Bruen allows regulation. 
States can require background checks, 
training and objective licensing 
standards. What they cannot do is 
treat self-defense as a privilege granted 
at the discretion of government 
officials. That distinction matters.
The Pretti killing was not caused by 
concealed-carry laws or by Bruen. 
By all available accounts, Pretti was 
a licensed permit holder, and video 
evidence suggests he was unarmed and 
restrained when he was shot. If those 
facts hold, the failure lies with use-of-
force decisions, not with constitutional 

carry rights. Blaming lawful gun 
owners or the U.S. Supreme Court 
precedent for alleged law enforcement 
misconduct misdirects public 
outrage, and it avoids the real issue: 
accountability.
In fact, Bruen promotes clarity. When 
laws are objective and consistent, both 
citizens and law enforcement know 
the rules. Subjective systems invite 
confusion, selective enforcement 
and unequal treatment—outcomes 
that erode trust and increase risk for 
everyone involved.
Defending concealed-carry rights 
does not mean ignoring public safety. 
It means recognizing that criminals 

do not follow gun laws, while 
responsible citizens do. It also means 
acknowledging that constitutional 
rights should not be curtailed because 
of isolated tragedies—especially when 
those tragedies stem from enforcement 
failures rather than lawful conduct.
The right path forward after Pretti’s 
death is not to weaken the Second 
Amendment. It is to demand better 
training, clearer protocols and real 
accountability—so constitutional rights 
and public safety are protected together, 
not pitted against each other. 

Bruen and Concealed Carry Still 
Matter After the Pretti Killing

By Tom King
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My name is Jody Nicoli, and I work 
at an inpatient rehabilitation center 
as a substance abuse counselor. Every 
day, I help people confront fear, build 
trust, and learn how to move through 
discomfort instead of avoiding it. Yet 
like many of us, there are places in 
my own life where fear has quietly 
lingered. For me, one of those places 
was firearms. I had never handled a 
gun before, and even the idea made 
me uneasy.
When my 17-year-old son Gauge 
asked if we could go to a gun range so 
he could shoot for the first time, my 
initial reaction was hesitation. This 
was new territory for both of us. Still, 
I saw an opportunity in his request. 
Instead of letting fear decide for us, I 
chose to lean into it. We talked about 
safety, responsibility and respect, 
and we agreed to go together to a 
controlled, professional environment 
where learning, not bravado, was 
the focus.
What surprised me most was how 
grounding the experience turned out 
to be. The range was structured, calm 
and centered on safety, which allowed 
my nerves to settle. As I listened, 
followed instructions and stayed 
present, my fear gradually softened 
into confidence. I did not just tolerate 
the experience. I genuinely enjoyed 
it. Watching my son light up with 
excitement, curiosity and focus was its 
own reward. It was not about the gun 
itself. It was about sharing a moment 
of growth, trust and mutual courage.

Stepping 
Outside My 
Comfort Zone

By Jody Nicoli

What began as a step outside my 
comfort zone became meaningful time 
spent together, marked by conversation, 
laughter and a shared sense of 
accomplishment. 
As a counselor, I often remind others 
that growth rarely happens in places 
of complete comfort. That day, I was 
reminded of that truth myself. My 
son and I are already talking about 
planning our next trip—not because we 
need to prove anything, but because we 
discovered something valuable together. 
Fear loses its power when it is faced with 
intention, education and connection. 
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There are few revolvers that stir 
such immediate recognition and 
reverence as the Colt Python. Since 
its introduction in 1955, the Python 
has carried a reputation as the “Rolls-
Royce of Revolvers,” admired for its 
aesthetics, precision, and luxurious 
fit and finish. But its place today isn’t 
simply one of nostalgia, it’s about how 
Colt’s latest iteration of this classic 
delivers a revolver that’s both a faithful 
heir to its name and a thoroughly 
modern tool for carry and defense.
When Colt announced the return of 
the Python in 2020, it sparked both 
excitement and skepticism. For those 
who knew the lore, the Python had 
long been considered a pinnacle of 
American revolver craftsmanship. 
Hand-fitted, meticulously polished, 
and tuned to near perfection, it was 
built as a premium revolver from the 
start; not a duty gun, but something 
special. Collectors and shooters alike 
coveted them, and pristine examples 
skyrocketed in value after Colt 
discontinued the Python in 2005.
The 2020 reintroduction was bold: 
modern internals, stronger stainless 
steel, CNC-machined precision, and 
mass production aimed at meeting 
modern demand. While some 
traditionalists were wary, Colt’s new 
Pythons have proved their worth and 
this 3-inch model might be the crown 
jewel of the revival.

Why Fuss About Three Inches?
During the original production run 
from 1955 to 2005, Colt never offered 
a 3-inch Python as a standard catalog 
item. Only a small handful were ever 

by Mitch EcklerKing of Posh Wheelgun 
Carry: The 3in Colt Python

made special orders, law enforcement 
contracts, or presentation guns; making 
them exceptionally rare and expensive 
on today’s collector market. Original 
factory 3-inch Pythons fetch five-
figure sums because of their scarcity.
But there’s more to this barrel length 
than just rarity. A 3-inch Python offers 
something nearly ideal: a sweet spot 
between sight radius, balance, velocity, 
and concealability. It’s easier to shoot 
than a snub-nose but far more practical 
to carry than a 4- or 6-inch revolver. 
When Colt brought the Python back 
in 2020, it didn’t take long for revolver 
fans to ask for a blued gun and then a 
3-inch version. Colt listened, and in 
2022 they delivered.
This modern 3-inch Python isn’t just 
about nostalgia; it’s about balance and 
charisma. It’s a revolver that works and 
looks good doing it.

Royal Blue Steel, 
Modern Realities
The particular gun in my hands is 
an all-carbon steel model, finished 
in Colt’s new version of their iconic 
“Royal Blue.” And let’s talk about 
that finish, because it matters. Those 
familiar with vintage Colt bluing will 
recognize a subtle difference. These 
new models have a deeper, almost 
black appearance rather than the 
traditional deep blue mirror sheen.
That’s not a flaw; it’s simply a 
reflection of modern manufacturing 
and environmental standards. We 
literally cannot finish guns the same 
way we did 50 years ago because of 

environmental regulations and changes 
in chemical processes. In truth, it’s a 
testament to Colt’s commitment that 
they’ve made this modern finish as 
gorgeous and deep as it is.
And mechanically, this finish works: 
it prevents rust and oxidation, and 
it simply looks stunning in person. I 
carried this on hot summer days and it 
came out of the holster clean. Colt also 
got the details right—the roll marks 
are crisp, the top strap is matte-blasted 
for glare reduction, and under the 
side plate is finished as cleanly as the 
exterior.

Retro Meets Functional
For my editorial pieces, I prefer to set 
up guns as I’d actually carry them. 
Those who’ve followed my other 
projects will recognize that approach 
and this 3-inch Python is no different.
I outfitted it with “ivory” grips from 
Altamont, a long-respected OEM 
and aftermarket grip maker. They’re 
elegant and functional, perfectly 
fitting the profile of this blued Python. 
The grip adapter is a Tyler No.3, 
originally designed for K-frame Smiths 
but fitting this Python just fine. I’ll 
admit, availability from Tyler has been 
hit-or-miss (I haven’t been able to 
contact them directly), but BK’s grip 
adapters, are available and feature a 
robust dual-tab retention system.
The sighting system has also been 
upgraded. The stock Python sights are 
serviceable, but Wilson Combat makes 
a phenomenal upgrade, a gold bead 
front and blacked-out rear that gives 
this Python a neo-vintage look with 
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5.083 in

modern shootability. Fast, precise, 
and refined.
My holster choice? Side Guard 
Holsters’ Clip-Tuck. Erik at Side 
Guard builds rugged, purpose-built 
leather that blends retention, comfort, 
and speed. The reinforced mouth 
allows for confident reholstering, and 

the clip design means this holster 
stays exactly where you put it, even 
during hard use. I’ve carried this 
Python on summer days in shorts and 
flip-flops with fireworks overhead, 
and it rides just right. If you order 
from Side Guard, tell Erik I sent you.

Ammunition and Performance
There’s one nuance to this revolver 
that potential buyers should know: 
the cylinder chambers are slightly 
shorter than other .357 Magnum 
revolvers. This isn’t a defect; it’s simply 
how Colt has built them. The result? 
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Some longer-profile rounds, especially 
certain premium defensive loads won’t fit.
For testing, I ran the following loads, 
all measured on my Garmin Xero 
Chronograph:

•	Federal American Eagle 357 
158gr JSP at 1049.7 fps

•	Speer 38 Special 125gr TMJ 
at 884.4 fps

•	Lehigh Defense 38+P 125gr 
Controlled Fracturing at 951.2 fps

Notably, some of my preferred Lehigh 
.357 Magnum loads wouldn’t chamber 
due to length, but the .38+P loads 
ran fine.
Shooting impressions? This Python 
shoots beautifully. Colt’s engineers have 
clearly refined the action on these 
modern Pythons. The v-shaped leaf 
spring serves both as mainspring and 
trigger return spring, giving it that 
characteristic Colt feel, a long, smooth 
pull. It’s a good action and shines when 
it’s run fast.
My test gun had about 100 rounds 
through it plus another 200 dry-fire 
reps, and the trigger broke at an average 

of 4 lbs, 1 oz in single action and 7 
lbs even in double action. Those are 
fantastic numbers and a testament to 
Colt’s attention to detail.

Early Hiccups and Why 
This Gun is Better
Let’s address the elephant in the 
room: early 2020 Python models had 
some teething issues. Most notably, 
some owners reported loose side 
plate screws and occasional lock-up 
concerns. Colt responded quickly, 
corrected issues on guns that were 
sent back, and tightened up their 
assembly standards. After about 
serial number 9,000, those problems 
became rare and I’m happy to say this 
3-inch sample is rock solid.
Importantly, this is a revolver that’s 
meant to be used. The original 
Pythons are temperamental. They 
require careful maintenance and 
gunsmith expertise that’s increasingly 
rare today. This 2020+ Python is a 
revolver you can actually carry, shoot 
hard, and depend on; while still 
appreciating its lineage and charisma.

More Than Nostalgia
The new 3-inch Python isn’t just a 
collectible, though it certainly ticks 
that box for many buyers. It’s also 
a functional, robust; it’s a beautiful 
revolver that’s worthy of daily carry 
and hard use.
For revolver enthusiasts who understand 
what this gun represents, a return to 
form from an iconic brand, it’s hard not 
to fall for it. This Python feels right in 
the hand, shoots straight, and carries 
comfortably in a modern holster setup.
Colt could have phoned this in, but 
they didn’t. They built something that 
pays respect to the old ways while 
acknowledging the realities of today’s 
shooter. This isn’t just an homage. It’s 
a statement.
If you want a revolver that works as well 
on your belt as it does on your desk at 
the end of the day, this is it. The King 
of Posh Wheelgun Carry. 
Shoot Safe.
Follow me on Instagram @the_bad_
gunsmith, YouTube @MitchEckler // 
Hang Fire TV

Frank Kolovic 
            Cap ve Consultant / Commercial Ins Broker 

Licensed in NY, NJ, CT 

277 Tarrytown Road White Plains, NY 10607 

914-898-5634 / frank@cap vereins.com 

Life me NRA member/Instructor/Outdoorsman  
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As an award for annual competition 
in rifle marksmanship, The 
McAlpin Shield was presented to 
the New York State Rifle and Pistol 
Association by Gen. Edwin A. 
McAlpin in 1904. This magnificent 
trophy was designed and crafted by 
artisans of the famous Tiffany & 
Co., New York City—especially for 
Gen. McAlpin.
The shield is sterling silver, 
approximately 36 inches high and 24 
inches wide. The approximate weight 
of the shield is 1,170 troy ounces. 
It’s oval shaped and it includes an 
intricate crest of the American 
Eagle with crossed rifles and oak 
leaves upon which is superimposed a 
smaller shield with monogram of the 
New York State Rifle Association. 
At the base of the shield is the crest 
of the New York State Coat of Arms. 
The shield is superbly crafted and 
detailed. Bordering the shield are 
appliqués inscribed with names of 
the competition’s winners.
The McAlpin Shield is one of 
the finest examples of silver 
craftsmanship ever produced in the 
United States of America, and it is 
typical of a time when awareness of 
marksmanship prevailed as it related 
to the defense of our country.
More than any of the prized trophies 
of the New York State Rifle and 
Pistol Association, The McAlpin 
Shield is truly representative of 
our association, and it served to 
inspire the pursuit of excellence 
in competition. Therefore, it was 
no surprise when the crest of The 
McAlpin Shield was adopted by the 
New York State Teams in 1973 as its 

The McAlpin Shield

insignia, and as the official crest of 
the association.
It was last displayed at the annual 
association meeting in 2003 after 
it was restored by Lt. James B. 
Stegall, U.S. Army (Retired). The 
New York State Rifle and Pistol 

Association and all our members 
render their gratitude for his valuable 
contribution to association history.
The McAlpin Shield is now retired, 
and it will hereafter be on permanent 
and prominent display at your 
association’s headquarters. 
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Sally's Share by Sally Hogan
operations manager & treasurer, NYSRPA

Growing Stronger, Expanding 
Our Voice. 
As we move into February and 
March, I want to take a moment 
to reflect on the progress we are 
making together. Our growth is not 
accidental. It is the result of consistent 
effort, stronger systems, and members 
who refuse to sit on the sidelines.

Over the past year, NYSRPA has 
continued to expand its reach across 
New York state. Our membership 
numbers are rising. More renewals are 
happening online. Communication 
has improved. We are present at gun 
shows, club meetings, and political 
events statewide. Every handshake, 
every renewal, and every new member 
strengthens our influence.

Membership growth is more than 
a statistic. 
It gives us credibility when we meet 
with legislators. It gives us leverage 
when we advocate for change. It 
strengthens our position in ongoing 
legal battles. When lawmakers ask 
who we represent, we can confidently 
say thousands of engaged, law abiding 
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New Yorkers who care deeply about 
their constitutional rights.
New York remains one of the most 
challenging states in the country for 
Second Amendment advocacy. 
That is why educating legislators 
is essential. We are actively 
meeting with elected officials and 
candidates to ensure they understand 
the real world consequences of 
unconstitutional policies, the burden 
placed on lawful gun owners, and 
the importance of aligning state law 
with the Bruen decision.
We also want to congratulate 
Assemblyman Ed Ra on his new 
role as New York State Assembly 
Minority Leader. We thank 
Assemblyman Will Barclay for 
his leadership and service, and we 
look forward to working closely 
with Leader Ra and the Assembly 
Minority Conference. Strong 
communication and cooperation 
will be critical as we work to stop 
harmful legislation and advance bills 
that protect and streng then Second 
Amendment rights in New York state.
NYSRPA was also proud to sponsor 
the New York State Conservative 
Party Conference this year, 
particularly the session featuring 
KC Crosbie, Co Chair of the 
Republican National Committee. 
Opportunities like this allow 
us to stay engaged in high level 
conversations, build relationships, 
and ensure that the voices of New 
York gun owners are represented 
where it matters most.
We provide facts. 
We provide member feedback. We 
provide accountability. No legislator 
should be able to say they were 
unaware of how these laws impact 
responsible citizens.

Behind the scenes, we continue 
strengthening our foundation. 
We have improved budgeting tools, 
expanded digital membership options, 
simplified donations, and streamlined 
communication. These upgrades allow 
us to operate more efficiently and direct 
more resources toward advocacy and 
legal efforts.
Legal action remains critical in New York. 
Court challenges are expensive and time 
consuming, but they are often the most 
effective path forward. Your membership 
dues directly support that fight.
As we look toward another important 
election cycle, growth must remain our 
focus. If each current member brings 
in just one new supporter, our voice 
doubles. That kind of growth changes 
conversations in Albany.

Talk to someone at your range. Invite 
a friend to join. Encourage renewals. 
Share our message.
NYSRPA has been defending the 
Second Amendment since 1871. 
We are the largest and oldest firearms 
organization in New York state 
because we show up, stay engaged, and 
keep fighting.
Renew.
Recruit.
Stay informed.
Vote.
Together, we are building strength 
that cannot be ignored.
Faithfully a Second Amendment 
supporter,
Sally
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Two years ago, I wrote an article for 
the Bullet, discussing New York’s 
“Red Flag” law, which took effect 
on Aug. 24, 2019. I raised several 
concerns and observations, including 
what I described as the law’s negligent 
implementation—meaning the default 
position of some police officers and 
judges who would sacrifice your 
constitutional right to keep and bear 
arms rather than risk the backlash of 
a tragedy on their watch. I provided 
several case examples as anecdotal 
evidence of such a phenomenon. 
Lastly, I provided a brief overview of 
the statistics compiled by the New 
York State Unified Court System 
regarding Temporary Extreme Risk 
Protection Orders and Final Extreme 
Risk Protection Orders. In the five-
year period the law had been in effect, 
nearly 98% of the time an application 
was filed, the court issued a TERPO. 
Yet, in only approximately 80% of 
those cases did the court issue an 
ERPO, meaning that in nearly 1 in 
5 cases in which someone’s rights are 
taken away through a TERPO, the 
court found insufficient evidence to 
issue a Final ERPO. 
Now, with the passage of two 
additional years since the law’s 
implementation, this article explores 
in greater detail the data provided 
by the court system.  The conclusion 
reached in my first article—that this 
statute and process are flawed—has 
only been strengthened by further 
analysis of the data.
What one first notices when viewing 
the statewide data is the incredible 
disparity between counties—

A Look at Four Years 
of ‘Red Flag’ Law Data

By Joel Abelove

specifically, the disparity between 
upstate and downstate counties. 
There are 62 counties in New York 
state. New York City consists of five 
counties—New York, Bronx, Queens, 
Kings and Richmond. In New York 
City, the rate at which an ERPO is 
issued following the issuance of a 
TERPO, is a mere 49%. This means 
that in half of the cases when a 
TERPO is issued based on probable 
cause, the petitioner fails to meet the 
burden of proof to convince the court 
to issue an ERPO.  This statistic 
suggests that in half of all cases in 
New York City, petitioners (most 
often police, as opposed to family 
members, health care providers or 
educators), obtain TERPOs—thus 
stripping respondents of their Second 
Amendment rights—without sufficient 
proof to justify a final ERPO. Imagine 
police arresting people for criminal 
offenses (also based upon a standard 
of probable cause) that result in an 
acquittal 50% of the time. One might 
be inclined to question the process. 
In comparison, 31 counties have 
each issued more ERPOs than New 
York City. Plus, if we combined the 
ERPOs from the New York City and 
Suffolk counties, the remaining 30 
counties have issued more ERPOs 
than those six counties. Keep in mind 
that approximately 40% of New York 
state’s population resides in New York 
City (and approximately 52% of the 
population resides in the New York 
City and Suffolk counties). 
What accounts for this disparity? 
Are people in the New York City 
and Suffolk counties inherently less 

dangerous than elsewhere in New 
York state? Are petitioners in these 
six counties (again, most often police) 
less competent than those elsewhere 
in New York state in bringing cases 
to court? Do judges in these counties 
tend to sign TERPO applications 
more readily than elsewhere? A 
statistic not kept by the Unified Court 
System is the rate at which TERPO 
applications are granted; in other 
words, how often do judges deny an 
application for a TERPO? My sense 
is that judges are hesitant to do so. 
Who wants to be the judge who errs 
and must explain why the denial 
of a TERPO application resulted 
in tragedy? It is simpler to sign the 
application for a TERPO and let the 
chips fall where they may during the 
hearing. Meanwhile, the respondent 
loses rights while awaiting vindication. 
The addition of two years during 
which the law has been in effect has 
increased the rate at which ERPOs 
are granted following the issuance of 
a TERPO. As noted above, during 
the law’s first five years, ERPOs were 
granted in approximately 80% of 
cases. In over seven years of the law’s 
implementation, that rate is now 85%.  
As shocking as these statistics may 
appear, they take on even more 
significance when one considers 
that respondents at ERPO hearings 
are not entitled to court-appointed 
counsel. Those who cannot afford a 
lawyer, or those who don’t understand 
the implications of failing to appear 
at the hearing (and thus, default), 
tend to have final ERPOs issued at a 
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much higher rate, for obvious reasons. 
Imagine, how many TERPOs might 
be dismissed if they were challenged 
by counsel properly?
The UCS data also reveals that from 
August 2019 to 2022, the numbers 
of TERPOs and ERPOs issued 
statewide were relatively low, and fairly 
consistent. However, in mid-2022, the 
numbers of TERPOs and ERPOs 
skyrocketed approximately 3,000%-
4,000%, and they also have remained 
fairly consistent. 
While the data does not provide an 
explanation for this dramatic jump in 
TERPOs and ERPOs, I respectfully 
offer one possibility. On May 18, 
2022, Gov. Kathy Hochul issued 
Executive Order No. 19, to require 
the New York State Police to apply for 
an ERPO in every instance in which 
probable cause exists to do so. This 
Executive Order removed discretion 
from the New York State Police, and it 
instilled in that agency a process and 
culture that not only favors TERPO 
applications but requires it. Following 
the issuance of this Executive Order, 
the Legislature followed suit, and it 
now requires police officer petitioners 
to file an ERPO application, “upon 
the receipt of credible information 
that an individual is likely to engage 
in conduct that would result in serious 
harm to themselves or others.”  In 
every instance in which one might 
shoehorn probable cause from the facts 
of a given situation into a TERPO 
application, police must now do so.  
Not surprisingly, the dramatic spike in 
TERPO applications coincides with 
Gov. Hochul’s Executive Order and 
the revised statute. However, while 
the governor trumpets the increase 
in ERPOs (and the concomitant 
seizure of firearms) as proof of the 
law’s effectiveness, the aforementioned 

ERPO rates tell another story. 
Furthermore, as has always been the 
case with this law, the issuance of 
a TERPO or ERPO does nothing 
to mandate treatment for those who 
engage in conduct likely to endanger 
themselves or others; nor does the 
law prevent a respondent from 
accessing any other form of weapon. 
And if a respondent does possess a 
gun, the law only mandates that it 
be surrendered when directed by the 
TERPO or ERPO. If somebody 
wants to harm themselves or others, 
the law relies on their compliance to 
surrender their guns in accordance 
with the court order. 
While it is true that police can search 
a respondent’s person, residence 
and vehicle for guns—if authorized 
by the court—such authorization 
must be supported by the same 
requirements as an application for 
a search warrant. All too often, in 
my experience, courts are quick to 
rubber stamp a petitioner’s request for 
a search authorization, even without 
sufficient probable cause. Perhaps 
this is because judges are reticent 
to deny the request for fear of a bad 
outcome, as suggested above; or 
perhaps it is due to some judges being 
unfamiliar with the requirements for 

a search warrant, as many Supreme 
Court judges  lack familiarity with 
the requirements to apply for a search 
warrant under the Criminal Procedure 
Law. In any event, I have seen multiple 
instances of search authorizations 
being signed reflexively, in the absence 
of properly articulated probable cause.
To be sure, New York state’s Red Flag 
Law, touted by some as a vital tool 
to prevent gun violence, comes at a 
cost of civil liberties. Moreover, the 
demonstrably uneven application of 
this law throughout the state further 
complicates an already troubled 
statute. Given the history of the 
law’s implementation, I have little 
confidence that its shortcomings will 
be alleviated with time. 

4Supreme Court is the authorized venue to bring 
an action under the statute. Hence, only Supreme 
Court judges or Acting Supreme Court judges 
may preside over such cases. Some of these judges 
do not have a background in criminal law and have 
acknowledged to me that they are unfamiliar with 
the requirements of search warrant applications.

3CPLR Section 6341.

1The data period for this article encompasses 
Aug. 26, 2019, through Jan. 27, 2026.

2The petitioner’s burden of proof at a hearing 
is “clear and convincing” evidence. 
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Our Lifetime Members Are Our Lifeline
It goes without saying that our 
organization thrives because of the 
unwavering support of members 
like you. Thanks to your generous 
financial contributions, we can 
continue the critical fight for the 
Second Amendment here in New 
York. Since 1961, we have tracked our 
lifetime members, and we are proud 
to be approaching 5,000 strong!

Your decision to become a NYSRPA 
Lifetime Member—whether as a 
Life Member (ages 64 and under, 
$500), Life Member (65 and over, 
$300), Endowment Member 
($1,000), Patron Member ($1,500), or 
Benefactor Member ($2,000)—truly 
makes a difference. Your commitment 
is vital, and we are deeply grateful for 
your continued dedication.

If you’re able, we kindly ask that 
you consider further supporting our 
cause through a one-time donation, 
or through a monthly or annual 
contribution. Your ongoing support is 
critical in helping us secure the rights 
of New Yorkers and protect the Second 
Amendment for generations to come.
Thank you once again for standing with 
us and for the future of our rights. 
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Adams, Michael
Akers, Christopher P.
Arold, Gary
Bernard, Zachary
Carelli, Tyler
Clay, William
Clowe, Patrick
Dashnaw, George
DiNunzio, William
Femino, Andrew
Jurik, Tim
Marschean, Michael
Millan, Jose
Miller, John
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Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor
Benefactor

Carney, Ray
Kabelac, Kenneth
Levine, Stuart Jay
Lockwood, John L
Mills, Buz
Rahnefeld, Robert R
Rohan, Dr. Dennis
Schade, Malcolm R
Sherman, Jared
Slowik, Frank
Donald, Winston
Kendall, Chris
Davis, Bryan
Forbes, Timothy M.
Heiss, Kurt
Kimo, Brandon
Matthews, Robert R
Mazzone, Thomas Filippo
Olesen, Brian
Sanner, William
Tresco, David G
Weinreich, David
Wilkinson, EB

Name Membership Top Tiers
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Member Clubs	 List your club’s events FREE! Not a member? Call us for an application.

110 Rod & Gun Club 
275 Gidley Road 
Pleasant Valley, NY 12569  
3rd Sun.: 3 Gun Shoot 
4th Sun.: Sporting Clays  
M. Rossi (845) 471-7497

336 Rifle & Pistol Club 
Glen Head, NY 
.22 rifle, centerfire pistol, .22 pistol  
www.336rifleandpistol.com

Armed & Unarmed School of 
Security Inc. 
Brewster, NY 
Defensive Pistol/Rifle/Shotgun 
Training Nick M. (845) 878-4804 
Trap Tues./Sat.  
Trap Instruction Mon./Sun.  
Special Event Range Usage  
(845) 270-4232

Attica Rod & Gun Club High 
Power Tournaments Action Pistol 
G. Logan (585) 591-2820 
D. Hojnicki (585) 591-1705 
T. Thompson (585) 591-0697

Bar-20 Cowboy Action Shooters 
At Eatonbrook R&G Club 
West Eaton, NY 
SASS, IDPA, Rimfire Challenge 
www.facebook.com/
bartwentysportsclub

Bay Ridge Rod & Gun Club 
6716 Ft. Hamilton Parkway 
Brooklyn, NY 11219

Beaver Brook Rod & Gun Club 
776 County Road 22 
Narrowsburg, NY 12764 
Trap & Skeet Sunday mornings  
B. Hofaker (845) 557-8522

Binghamton Rifle Club 
Pistol 
W. Platt (607) 723-2658 
wlplatt@stney.rr.com 
P. Matwey (607) 723-1418 
pmatwey@stny.rr.com

Black Rock Fish & Game Club 
31 Liberty St. 
Highland Falls, NY 10928

Bog Trotters R&P Club 
Eden, NY  
(716) 992-4292 
High Power Pistol 
edendds@roadrunner.com

Brookhaven Pistol Club 
41 Brook St.  
Sayville, NY  
Pistol shooting 
Brookhaven_pc@yahoo.com

Broome County Sportsmen’s Assoc. 
PO Box 1794 
Binghamton, NY 
www.bcsportsmen.org

Brunswick Sportsman’s Club  
Cropseyville, NY 12052  
Smallbore, Highpower, Trap & Skeet 
Pistol, Air Rifle, Women’s Activities  
www.brunswicksportsmansclub.org

Burlington Flats Fish & Game Club 
Edmeston, NY 
Pistol, Bullseye, Skeet, Trap, Jr. Rifle, 
F-Class Smallbore Shotgun 
(607) 965-8096  
www.bffgc.com

Busti Trap Club 
1181 Southwestern Drive 
Jamestown, NY 14701

Camden Rod & Gun Club 
PO Box 97 
2655 Moran Post Road 
Camden, NY 13316 
Outdoor Rifle Range 
Indoor & Outdoor Pistol Range 
Skeet, Trap, Archery

Camillus Sportsmen’s Club 
High Power, Light Rifle, Pistol, 
Shotgun, Smallbore 
www.camillussportsmensclub.com

Caribou Rifle & Pistol Club 
PO Box 6012 
North Babylon, NY 11703  
Meetings in East Islip  
Dan (631) 327-4942 
Rory (631) 232-1354 
www.caribougunclub.org

Castleton Fish & Game Club 
Light Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun 
castletonclub@gmail.com

The Catskill Mountain Fish and 
Game Club 
167 Hylan Road 
Hunter NY 12442 
PO Box 848 
Tannersville, NY 12485 
catskillmtnfishandgame1@gmail.com

Central Empire State Rifle and 
Pistol League 
PO Box 44 
131 Mechanic St.  
Guilford, NY 13780 
(607) 895-6437 
phawkins61971@gmail.com 

Chesterfield Fish & Game Club 
359 Green St. 
Keeseville, NY 12944 
Mike Stanford Pres. (518) 645-6391 
Pistol Training 
Bullseye Shooting 
NRL22 
JOAD

Clinton Fish & Game Club 
Skeet, trap, sporting 
clays, indoor pistol                                              
(315) 853-8787                            
www.clintonfishandgameclub.com 

Columbia Greene FNRA 
Leeds, NY 
M. Conway (518) 537-5441

Conservation Club of Brockport 
Smallbore Pistol 
(585) 637-5961 
www.ccbrockport.org

Cooperstown Sportsmen’s 
Association 
Skeet, Trap, 100-yard range  
(607) 547-8104

Cortland County Pistol Club 
H. Terwilliger  
terwilligers@yahoo.com 
www.cortlandpistolclub.net

Depew Rod & Gun Club 
PO Box 11 
Depew, NY 14043

Dunham’s Bay Fish & Game Club 
Queensbury, NY  
(518) 668-4475  
(518) 792-8821

Dutchess County Pistol Assoc. 
47 St. Nicholas Road 
Wappingers Falls, NY 12590 
(845) 297-4481 
Dcpistol.org 
info@dcpistol.org

East End Regulators 
Westhampton, NY 
Cowboy Action Shooting Club  
1st Sunday of every month 
DEUCES                                      
(516) 729-0381

Eaton Brook Rod & Gun Club 
4700 Wilcox Road  
West Eaton, NY 13334

Elma Conservation Club 
Elma, NY 
R. Kraft (716) 675-5318

Ephratah Rifle & Gun Club 
Fort Plain, NY  
Trap Sundays, 9 a.m.  
Hunter Training (518) 993-3061

Escarpment Arms  
3580 Lock-Olcott Road 
Lockport, NY  
(716) 227-3004 
www.escarpmentarms.com

Falcon Sportsmen’s Club  
2947 Turnpike Road 
Auburn, NY 13021 

Forbes Rifle & Pistol Club 
Albany, NY  
High Power 
M. McGill (518) 355-5475

Freeport R&R Club 
Only outdoor range Nassau County  
Pistol, Light Rifle 
www.freeportlittleclub.org

Glencadia R & G Club  
Stuyvesant Falls, NY  
Pistol League 
R. Smith (518) 821-1255 
K. Smith (518) 858-5404 
Cabin Fever Bow League  
L. Jennings (518) 821-9213  
5 Stand & Sporting Clays  
T. Brorup (518) 755-5997 
www.glenacdiarodandgun.com

Grand Island Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
1083 Whitehaven Road 
Grand Island, NY 
Trap, Skeet, Sporting Clays, 
Pistol, Women and Jr. Activities 
(716) 773‑3529
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Great Lot Sportsmen’s Club 
Boonville, NY  
Snowshoeing, 10 a.m. 
2/2 & 16 3/23 & 30 
G. Case (315) 378-7592

Greenfield Fish & Game 
Yorkville, NY 
CMP Jr. and Sr. Shoots 
T. Internicola (315) 859-0796  
Trap Tues. nights 
M. Bambino (315) 724-4954 
Hunter Safety Courses 
www.greenfieldrange.com

Hartland Conservationist Club 
3606 Orangeport Road 
Gasport, NY 14067 
(716) 772-7390

Hendrick Hudson Fish & Game 
Poestenkill, NY  
High Power, Pistol, 
NRA Silhouette/Smallbore 
A. Dorman (518) 573-5176 
hhfgscc@gmail.com  
Shotgun A. Cole (518) 225-9045

Hudson Falls Fish & Game Club  
Archery, Rifle, and Pistol  
Indoor/Outdoor 
Skeet, 5 Stand and Trap 
10 a.m. Mon., Thurs., Sun. 
(518) 747‑4850 
www.hffgc.net  
hudsonfallsfishandgame@gmail.com

Hudson Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 85 
Hudson, NY 12534 
(518) 828-6111 
Trap Fri. 7-10 p.m. 
Dave (518) 567‑7991

Hudson Valley Sportsmans Assoc. 
PO Box 1294 
Wappingers Falls, NY 
www.HVSA.org

Ilion Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 177 
Ilion, NY  
(315) 894-2938 
Trap & skeet, Sporting clays

Iroquois Arms Collectors Assoc. 
245 Rumbold Ave. 
North Tonawanda, NY 14120  
www.facebook.com/
Iroquoisarmscollectors/ 
iroquoisarms@yahoo.com

Jamestown Rifle Club 
NRA/CMP Highpower League 
www.jamestownrifleclub.org 
Junior Smallbore/Air Rifle 
NRA Light Rifle League 
J. Schmitt (716) 397-4378 
Jschmitt1452@yahoo.com 
Adult 4-position League 
D. Allen (716) 763-5000 
lizardvolts@yahoo.com  
WNY/PA Pistol League  
S. Slagle (814) 730‑3904

Kinderhook Sportsmen’s Club  
376 Fowler Lake Road  
Ghent, NY 
(518) 392-3332 
Rifle, Pistol, Archery, Fishing, Small 
bore, Shotgun, Hunter Safety, Pistol 
Pre-Licensing Courses 
Trap Sun. 9-12, Wed. 3:30 Seasonal 
kinderhoodsportsman@gmail.com 
www.facebook.com/
kinderhooksportsmensclub

Long Island Antique Historical 
Arms Society Inc. 
www.liahas.org

Long Island Black Powder Rifles 
118 Wood Ave. 
Mastic, NY 11950

The Maidstone Gun Club Inc. 
411 Wainscott NW Road 
East Hampton, NY 11937 
(631) 537-7887

Marbletown Sportsmens Club 
Stone Ridge, NY 
Outdoor Range, Jr. Programs, 
WOT Clinic, .22 Matches 
www.marbletownsportsmensclub.org 

Massena Rifle and Pistol Club 
PO Box 353 
Massena, NY 13662 

New Paltz R&G Club 
Trap open to the public.  
Contact M. Schmidt  
trap@newpaltzrodandgun.org

North East Arms Collectors Assoc. 
PO Box 185 
Amityville, NY 11701

North Forest R&G Club 
Lockport, NY 
Skeet, Trap, 5 Stand, Clays  
(716) 438-2009 
www.nfrgc.com

North Star Sportsman’s Club 
Hamlin, NY  
Shotgun 
F. Petricone (585) 456-8824 
www.northstarsportsmansclub.org

North Troy Stag Rod & Gun Club 
P.O. Box 272  
Cohoes, NY 
John McCarty 
jmccarty1@nycapp.rr.com

Northern Chautauqua R&P Club 
Fredonia, NY  
(716) 672-3488

Northern Dutchess 
Rod & Gun Club  
Rhinebeck, NY 12572 
T. Abrahams (845) 389-2661  
www.ndrgc.com

NYC Womens Sport Shooting 
League 
info@nycwssl.org

Old Bethpage Rifle & Pistol Club  
1313 Lakeside Drive               
Wantagh, NY 11793

Old Breed R&P Club  
Nassau County Range Bullseye 
Rimfire/Center Fire Sun. 9 a.m. 
Bob (516) 404-9166

Oneida Rifle Club  
Indoor/Outdoor Pistol, Indoor 
Smallbore, Outdoor Rifle, Trap Field, 
Youth Instruction  
(315) 363-0249

Oneonta Sportsmen’s Club 
Shotgun every Sunday 
www.oneontasportsmensclub.com

Owlkill Rod & Gun Club 
Eagle Bridge, NY  
www.owlkill.org

Paris Gun Club 
Utica, NY 
M. Burline (315) 796-7766 
K. Froit (315) 796-5518

Parkchester Rifle & Revolver Assoc. 
1010 Sacket Ave. 
Bronx, NY 10462 
(718) 823-3162

Pathfinder Fish & Game Club 
116 Crescent Drive  
Fulton, NY 
Rifle/Pistol Ranges for Centerfire, 
Rimfire, Muzzleloading, Air Rifle; 
Trap, Skeet, 5-Stand and Sporting 
Clays; Cowby Action, USPSA, Steel, 
Indoor, Outdoor and 3-D Archery, 
Youth Hunting, Air Rifle and 
Archery  
www.pathfinderfishandgame.com

Pearl River Gun Club 
PO Box 48 
Pearl River, NY  
Pearlrivergunclub.com

Peconic River Sportsmen’s Club 
Manorville, NY 
Club Office (631) 727-5248 
NRA registered matches  
High Power 
T. Najdzion (516) 982-0612 
Tnajdzio@optonline.net

Philmont Rod & Gun Club 
65 Railroad Ave.  
Philmont, NY  
Community Supported and 
Supporting  
Shotgun, Rifle, Pistol, Fishing, 
Archery, Outdoor 3-D Archery, 
Competition, Adult/Youth 
Instruction, Boating, Archery, 
Hunting, Trap  
prgc1923@gmail.com 
philmontrodgunclub.com

Pine Tree Rifle Club 
419 Johnson Ave.  
Johnstown, NY 
Fishing, Hunting, Shooting, 
Military, Buy-Sell-Trade 
NRA Basic Shotgun 6/9 Registration 
(518) 883-8605 
Skeet Tues./Thur./Sat. 
Trap Sat., 11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
(518) 883‑8605

Plattsburgh Rod & Gun Club 
Indoor Range 
NRA Rifle Matches League 
Competitions Junior Programs 
Equip & Instruction Provided 
P. Visconti (518) 534-1730 
roughridersrifleteam@yahoo.com

Pleasantville Rifle Club  
Westchester County NY  
All Shooting Disciplines  
NRA Firearms Instruction 
M. Berman (914) 245‑8618

continued on page 34
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Saugerties Fish & Game Club 
168 Fish Creek Road 
Saugerties, NY  
Trap Thurs. & Sun. (open to public) 
D. Zeeh (845) 481-4465

Shortsville Rod & Gun Club 
Shortsville, NY 14548

Southampton Pistol & Rifle Club 
919 Majors Path 
Southampton, NY 11968

Sportsmen’s Club of Clifton Park 
CMP Matches, Trap, Steel Shoots, 
Instruction 
scocp.org 
CMP  
David Friedman (518) 248-9480 
Trap  
John Donahue (518) 235-5582 
Steel  
Frank Hill (518) 406-8844 
One-on-One firearm instruction 
Saratoga Unrestricted Permit Course 
Saratoga, Schenectady, Albany Basic 
Pistol Permit 
Instructor@scocp.org

Springville Field & Stream  
PO Box 106 
8900 Chaise Road 
Springville, NY 14141 
Springvillfs@gmail.com

Square Deal Sportsmen Inc. 
Maine, NY 
USPSA/IPSC  
C. Brinser (607) 748‑2771 
Highpower/CMP  
D. Canfield (607) 625-7571  
Dcanfield@xcapfg.com

Stay Frosty Defensive Tactics  Youth 
& Firearms Safety Education & 
Training  
PO Box 336 
Freeport, NY 11520 
www.fosterstayfrosty.com 
stayfrostydeftac@gmail.com 
@stay_frosty_defensive_tactics 
T.E. Foster (718) 810-0356

Stephentown Valley 
Rod & Gun Club  
PO Box 545 
Averill Park, NY  
(518) 766-5350

Stuyvesant Rod & Gun Club  
6469 Dry Harbor Road 
Middle Village, NY 11379 
 
Sunrise Fish & Game Assoc. Inc. 
93 Bayview Ave. 
Massapequa, NY 11758  
(516) 658-4057

Taconic Valley Rod & Gun Club 
420 Dater Hill Road                     
Troy, NY 12180 
www.tvrgc.com

Ten X Shooting Club Inc. 
Lancaster, NY 
Smallbore, High Power, Sporterifle, 
Pistol, Air Rifle,  
Women and Jr. Activities  
Tenxshootingclub.com

Tioga Co. Sportsmen 
Owego, NY  
NRA/CMP 
T. Bale (607) 687-3168 
Sporterifle 
M. Colwell (607) 765-5555 
Rimfire Challenge 
D. Lyga (607) 642-8770 
Bullseye Pistol 
M. Colwell (607) 765-5555  
IDPA 
M. Tillotson (607) 744-7843 
Trap ranges 
D. Hungerford (607) 321-4489 
Skeet 
D. Mider (607) 759-3782 
5 Stand 
D. Caletka (607) 761-5525       
Cowboy Action 
J. Cartwright (607) 222-4228 
Silhouette 
M. Porter (607) 687-2472 
NRL22 
J. Paglia (607) 625-3960 
Action Pistol 
T. Marion (607) 242-6073

Tonawandas Sportsmen’s Club Inc. 
5657 Killian Road  
North Tonawanda, NY 14120 
(716) 692-2161   
admin@tonsportsclub.com

Trenton Fish & Game  
CMP Matches Bullseye Rimfire/
Center fire 
B. Kapfer (315) 896-6596 
Action Pistol  
B. Judycki (315) 732‑0873 
Trap L. Pawlings (315) 723-5657

Tri-State R&G Club  
Port Jervis, NY  
High Power, Pistol, Shotgun, 
Smallbore 
(845) 551-9265 
Ladies’ Events 
M. Mazzara (845) 551-9265 
Woodbury Field & Stream Club Inc. 
PO Box 5 
Central Valley, NY 10917

Tribes Hill Fish & Game

Troy Pistol League 
38 Grace Court 
Troy, NY 
www.troypistol.com   
hsvictorR22@gmail.com

Trumansburg Rifle & Pistol Club 
PO Box 10 
Trumansburg, NY 14886

Tupper Lake Sportsmen’s Club 
PO Box 1005 
116 Lake Simond Road 
Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
(518) 359-9715 
www.tupperlakearchers.net  
savagemw49@gmail.com 
Indoor/outdoor Archery 
3-D shoots 
Northern Challenge fishing derby 
(biggest in the region)

Twin City Shooting Club 
North Tonawanda, NY 
Pistol, Light Rifle, Indoor Range  
www.twincityshootingclub.com

Veterans of America Gun Club  
51 Juniper Ave. 
Smithtown, NY 11787 
www.voagunclub.com

Voorheesville Rod & Gun Club  
52 Foundry Road  
Voorheesville, NY  
(518) 765-9395 
www.vrgclub.com  
Open daily @ noon 
Trap Sun. & Tues. at 1 p.m.   
Pistol Classes 1st Sat. & 3rd Sun. 
Wolfgang or Tony (518) 441-2160  
Berne Range 9 a.m.-1/2 hr. before 
sunset 
rangeinfo@vrgclub.com  
Archery: Clubhouse grounds target 
points only, brdheads prohibited. 
Crossbows bring own bolt backstops.  
Call club to book parties or events.

Putnam County Fish & Game 
Assoc.  
PO Box 418 
Carmel, NY 10512

Ramapough Sportsmens Assoc. 
PO Box 366 
Nanuet, NY 
Smallbore, Pistol, Women’s & Junior 
Activities

Rensselaer County Conservation 
Alliance 
PO Box 179 
West Sand Lake, NY 12196 
www.RCCANY.com 
Trapperfrank12712@gmail.com

Ridge Runners Shooting Club Inc. 
Champlain, NY 
www.ridgerunners.us  
www.facebook.com/
ridgerunnersrange 
G. Graham 
back2biloxi@yahoo.com

Rockland Rifle Club 
West Point 
E. Mahecha emahecha@verizon.net

Rockland Rifle & Revolver 
Camp Smith 
Jim Treacy Jingie6br@gmail.com 
5 Drury Lane 
Highland Falls, NY 10928

Rockdale Rod and Gun Club  
PO Box 128 
Guilford, NY 13780 
(607) 764-8679    
rockdalerodandgun.com

Roosevelt Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
PO Box 2458 
Seaford, NY 11783  
Hunting big & small game

Roslyn Rifle & Revolver Club  
1130 Broadway                     
Westbury, NY 11590  
Indoor Pistol 
NRA Conv. Pistol Intnl.  
Pistol Sectional 
M. Gorman (917) 929-8717

Saranac Lake Fish & Game Club 
PO Box 588 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
(518) 891-2560

continued on page 36



34	 BULLET magazine

If your club is a member and would 
like to be listed, email club info to: 
info@nysrpa.org

Walden Sportsmen’s Club 
1823 NYS Route 52 
Walden, NY 12586 
www.waldensportsmensclub.org 
Trap Sun. 9-12, year-round 
3-D Archery, Women’s Sporting,  
Action Shooting, Boy Scout Training and Hunter 
Education 

Wallkill Rod & Gun Club 
Clays & 5 Stand 
Sun., 10 a.m., year-round  
Wed. evenings in summer Harry (845) 219‑9327 
Bucky (845) 542-8571 
www.wallkillrodandgun.com

Waterloo Rifle & Pistol Club 
Waterloo, NY  
Smallbore, High Power, Sporterifle, Pistol, 	
Women’s & Jrs. 
waterloorpc.com

West Canada Creek Association 
5528 State Route 28 
Newport NY, 13416 
Shoot Trap Wed. 5 p.m. 
Robert Grose  (315) 219-2365

Whortlekill R &G Club 
Hopewell Junction, NY 
Indoor Pistol and Handgun Instruction                  
G. Robinson (845) 298-3263 
Shotgun  
J. Stern (203) 232-7896  
Hunter Education 
P. Scarano (845) 401-6636

Wilton Rod & Gun Club Inc. 
153 Edie Road  
Gansevoort, NY 12831

Wolcottsville Sportsmen’s Club 
1525 Phelps Road 
Corfu, NY 14036

Woodbury Field & Stream Club Inc. 
PO Box 5 
Central Valley, NY 10917
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Our Membership Drive 
Starts NOW! 
	
	

Are you a proud 2A supporter in New 
York? Help us grow the fight by invit-
ing your like-minded friends to joint 
the NYSRPA family. 

Share this flyer + the link: 
NYSRPA.org/membership 

Let’s build a stronger voice for our 
rights. One member at a time. 



36	 BULLET magazine



	 The official journal of the New York State Rifle and Pistol Association	 37

Bullet Advertisement Rates

FULL COLOR
	 Ad Size	 Price
Business Card	  2" h x 3.5" w	 $25
¼ page	 4.5" h x 3.5" w	 $75
½ page	 4.625" h x 7.5" w	 $100
½ page vertical	 9.5" h x 3.5" w	 $100
1 page	 9.5" h x 7.5" w	 $150

Commercial/business advertisements 
are subject to space availability 
in any given issue of the Bullet. 

Advertisements should be submitted 
in electronic format suitable for print 
reproduction (e.g., PDF, TIFF), and 

at 330 dpi. Our graphic artist can 
create your ad for an additional 
fee. Faxed materials will not be 
accepted. The rates for commercial/
business ads are listed to the left.
For pricing on premium 
placement, page bleed, inserts, 
two-page spreads, or other special 
considerations, contact the editor 
at info@nysrpa.org or call	
(518) 272-2654.



Are your friends members? If not, use the application 
below to sign them up. Make copies if you have lots of friends!

Application for Individual Membership
713 Columbia Turnpike, East Greenbush, NY 12061

Please check one 	□ New member

	 □ Renewal (NYSRPA #___________________ )

Name (Please PRINT)_________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City _ _________________________ State________ ZIP_____________

County (NYS residents only)____________________________________

Phone (home) _ ______________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Date of birth (required) (MM/DD/YY) ______/_______/________

NRA Member? □ No □ Yes (NRA #___________________________ )

For statistical purposes only, please indicate □ Male    □ Female
Revised 1/1/2011

This application was referred to NYSRPA by: NYSRPA Membership #_ _______________________________________________________________

Name ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please select your enrollment type/term 

□ Active Military.......................................... $25.00	 $_ ___________

□ Adult - 1 year (ages 18-64)....................... $35.00	 $_ ___________

□ Senior* - 1 year (ages 65-over).................. $25.00	 $_ ___________

□ Junior - 1 year (under 18).......................... $15.00	 $_ ___________

□ Family - 1 year .......................................... $50.00	 $_ ___________

□ Life (under 65) ....................................... $500.00	 $_ ___________

□  Life (ages 65-over).................................. $300.00	 $_ ___________

□ Additional Voluntary Contribution........................... $_____________

TOTAL ENCLOSED ............................................$_____________
*Disabled American Veterans qualify for the Senior 1-year dues rate

Please indicate your payment method:

□ Check/money order (payable to NYSRPA)

□ Visa     □ MasterCard      CVV# (required)___________

Acct.# __________________________________________Exp.________

Signature___________________________________________________



713 Columbia Turnpike
East Greenbush, NY  12061 

Articles and graphics appearing in the Bullet may be reprinted, provided 
appropriate credit is given to NYSRPA and Bullet Magazine.

MEMBERSHIP HOTLINE (credit card orders only)
(518) 272-2654

(Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m.)

DONATE NOW!

WWW.NYSRPA.ORG

NYSRPA ESTORE 

Order yours at

NYSRPA FLAG

Portion of the
proceeds goes

directly to NYSRPA

Call 1-888-697-3524 with any questions
www.gettysburgflag.com/flags-banners/nysrpa

To join NYSRPA contact us by calling 
518-272-2654 or  

email us at info@nysrpa.org


